HUU Review

The purpose of our religious community is to support each other in our various inward journeys toward truth. We
will endeavor to do this in an atmosphere of mutual acceptance, openness and friendship. Committed social action
on behalf of the local and global communities will be a natural expression of this purpose.

Harrisonburg Unitarian Universalists ~  One Journey, Many Paths ~  Fall 2007

Chi | dRelgious Education

|l 6m excited that our program is just starting for the sct
are talking about caring for the Earth, through Native American legends and culture. We will tie these stories to the seven
UU principles. So far, weodve..|andfoundehe spidersdiving QutsidenofithedrE hudding. Sp i d
We also learned some powwow dances and ways of thanking the animals, and we are learning about eagles. This should
be an interesting year, with a program that should inspire spiritual growth and questions in our children and youth. Please
feel free to contact me anytime with questions about our program or to find out about volunteer opportunities.
--Carol Quintero, DRE (director of RE)
249-8718; Carol@HUUweb.org

Fall Congregational Retreattentatively Sunday afternoon, Nv. 11

Do you have concerns about your experience at HUU? Do you have compliments about the way things have been
going? Are there ideas we need to talk about as a group? We typically reserve one Fall weekend or
afternoon to have such discussions at a "retreat” (held at the church) for our congregation. The board would like
suggestions of topics for discussion at our retreat this fall. Please email ideas to us at board@huuweb.org.

New Discovery Circldo AddressGlobal Warming

A new Discovery Circle will begin Tuesday, October 23rdat 7 p. m. The circle, entitled
Course,0  wuin foll 5 weeks, ending Tuesday, November 20". The class requires pre-registration and a fee of $20.00,
which pays for the book supplied by the Chesapeake Earth |
Ecoogy 0 Di s coveadghisSpringt.| e we h

The discussion circle is designed to spark discussion around global warming issues in response to our own concerns
and the concern of the national Unitarian Universalist Association. In 2006, the UUA adopted a Statement of Conscience
concerning climate change issues:

Earth is our home. We are part of this world and its destiny is our own. Life on this planet will be gravely

affected unless we embrace new practices, ethics, and values to guide our lives on a warming planet. As

Unitarian Universalists, how can our faith inform our actions to remedy and mitigate global warming/climate

change? We declare by this Statement of Conscience that we will not acquiesce to the ongoing degradation

and destruction of life that human actions are leaving to our children and grandchildren. We as Unitarian

Universalists are called to join with others to halt practices that fuel global warming/climate change, to

instigate sustainable alternatives, and to mitigate the impending effects of global warming/climate change

with just and ethical responses. As a people of faith, we commit to a renewed reverence for life and respect

for the interdependent web of all existence.

Although global warming is a daunting issue, there are accessible and significant actions we can all take. This circle
not only explores the depth and complexity of the problems, but will also explore strategies for addressing climate change
and consider personal actions to mitigate the effects of global warming. (continued)


mailto:Carol@HUUweb.org
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/47042E4C0002FCCE00003D1922155670749C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=board%40huuweb%2Eorg&sid=c0

The Chesapeake Earth Institute recommends a class size between 8 and 12 people, so if more than a dozen people
are interested, we may split into two sessions. Please contact me NO LATER than October 14" to sign up for the course,
to allow time to get all the necessary materials from Northern Virginia.

T Elizabeth Scott, 434-8283, elizabethscott@att.net
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Buildings & Grounds happenings

THANKS TO ALL FOR A GREAT CLEANUP

DAY! Sunday, Sept. the 23rd, 20+ people came out for
the clean up day and had a great time digging iris,
preparing a flower bed, transplanting spurge, washing
windows and railings,c | eani ng
(including the rug) behind the office, installing lighting
fixtures in the sanctuary and exterior railing for the RE
building. Then there was a great big bonfire with hotdogs
and s'mores until the stars came out. A shared good
feeling of work well done.

A sincere thanks to everyone who worked so hard.

P.S. There are more iris to be dug from the bed
behind the building and taken home for anyone who
wants them. We have saved many to replant at HUU.

FULL MOON BONFIRE

On Friday, Oct. 26th, the sun sets at 6:24 and the full
moon rises at 6:26. Come enjoy the planetary scene
around a bonfire at the beautiful UU grounds. It's

troen t oddl e BYOSB (bring your own snack and beverage), and

chairs! (Weather permitting)

There will be a work afternoon before the bonfire
starting at 3:00 for those who can fit it in your schedule.
The building and grounds committee still has projects
and is open to other ideas. The upholstered chairs need
cleaning, the windows washed while we still have the
scaffolding, and tree limbs cut.

--the Buildings and Grounds Committee
(Cathy and Charlie Strickler and Merle Wenger)
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Splinters from the Board

July 2007:

The aesthetics committee continues with work on
developing both the functional and sacred space of our
building. Speakers mounted from ceiling and painted to
blend with surroundings have been well received.

New Board members Mary Hahn and Lincoln Gray
and new Treasurer Ralph Grove were welcomed. Plans
for appreciation dinner for outgoing Board members and
Treasurer were discussed.

Board representatives to committees were named:

i Lincoln, Building and Grounds
1 Mary, Membership
1 Ralph, Finance

New tag | ine
Order of Service.

The lay ministry workgroup has begun their work to
evaluate how shared ministry would best work in our
congregation by exploring how lay ministers are utilized
elsewhere.

Interest in new groups was identified. Ralph and
Lincoln will explore
pass on interest voiced in a young mothers group to
young women in the community.

Committee reports were reviewed.

--Kathleen Burke
August:

The Board agreed to donate $1,000 to People

Helping People. This annual gift is paid through the

0 Onaet hJsobu rinse yn oM niyn P
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Social Justice Committee, which neglected to request
the payment from the Treasurer during the last fiscal
year. Since this was
payment was made from | ast
The Red Tent group asked to have a separate table
at the HUU yard sale to sell books and use proceeds for
Social Justice work. The Board decided it did not want
The Red Tent to have a separate table and that all yard
sale proceeds should go to the general work of HUU.
Discussion of the following issues was initiated or
continued: spiritual directives and end-of-life services,
continuing need for yard and building maintenance help,
a young mot her sandQnlinp Gabér t
-- Linda Royster

September:

1. The aesthetic changes to our building are much
appreciated (kudos to Charlie and Norm).

2. New logo is appreciated (kudos to Claire).

3.  The task force on lay ministry will be going to

i Gharlgttesyilie to@ef ideas fior fhe co-ministry team

there.
4. There is some thought about attempting to organize
some activity with Waynesboro.

--Lincoln Gray

Note: Full minutes of board meetings are available to
congregation members; contact liaison Kathleen Burke.
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Sunday Servicélowers

A month or two ago, | was asked to be responsible
for seeing that there were flowers at HUU for our Sunday
morning service. So far, | have been fortunate in being
able to provide them from my yard. However, as the
cooler temperatures remind me, frosty nights will soon
end that resource.

I am looking for individuals or families who would like
to provide flowers (either purchased or from your
garden) for a particular Sunday in the coming months,
perhaps in honor or memory of a special person, or just
to help beautify our meeting space. Please call or emalil
me if you have a certain date you would like to reserve
to provide the flowers. For those of you who are already
'‘way too busy," | would be happy to purchase and
arrange that the flowers are there on Sunday morning, if
you would be willing to fund the purchase of some
flowers (less than $10).

--Barbara S. Moore
barbarasmoore@comcast.net
540-867-9583

Coffee, Coffee, Coffee

Although each of our services is different, one can
always count on Coffee Hour after the service. We
congregate at our "Community Café," enjoy muchies,
coffee and great conversation. One might ask, could
things get any better?

Eric Milnes is our faithful coffee maker. We are lost
when he is not at church. The coffee we serve is "Fair
TradeoCoffee, which can also be purchased there for
home use.

Sometimes the spread is very elaborate. Other times
it is no less lovingly prepared, but not so elaborate.
Either one: it's okay. Just some coffee, cookies and
some juice for the kids would also tell us that we are
loved and cared for.

Please, those who volunteer, or feel they might like to
volunteer, don't feel that you have to be extravagant.
Whatever you can afford and/or care to provide is
always welcome and appreciated.

So do stay after the services and share our
hospitality and friendship. That's what HUU is, hopefully,
all about.

--Beryl Lawson

P.S.: In addition to the after-church Community Café,
HUU members and friends now have an online
Community Café i yes, our very own blog -- at
http://HUUweb.org/community-cafe/. Please visit it, see
what fellow-HU U6 e r s a raed discssingj andy
add your input. Questions? Want the requisite user ID
and password? Contact webmaster Pat Geary,
pat@HUUweb.org.

--The Communications Committee
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Support HUU with Grocery
Scrip & Equal Exchange
Coffee

Available in the Community
Cafe after every Sunday
Service

Food Co-op Coming

HUUer's: Friendly City Co-Op, a newly formed food
Co-Op to benefit us, the locals, is in need of your
support. This will be a store centrally located in
Harrisonburg, owner/operated, and dedicated to healthy
and local (as best we can) foods. The store will be run
by all members. To become a member and help this
needed grassroots endeavor, contact John Schuster at
434-1175 or e-mail jreti@yahoo.com.

PS: We are looking for 800 members!

AARP TaxAide Program Needs Volunteer
Tax Cownselors

AARP Tax-Aide is seeking volunteers to assist
taxpayers, during the period of February 1-April 15,
2008, with their 2007 tax returns. Training is provided.
Volunteers who receive a passing grade on the
Volunteer Assistor's Test will be "certified" as tax
counselors and will be needed for 4 or more hours per
week during the tax season. In addition to counselors
who prepare the returns, volunteers are needed to e-file
the completed returns and to serve as "greeters" at the
Harrisonburg site.

Volunteers of all ages and backgrounds are
welcome. (AARP membership is not required.) For more
information, contact Elinor Fankhauser at 438-8558.

Notesl!

Sarah Cheverton writes, firhanks so much to those who

helped out the coffee andteasalesat Har ri sonbu

International Festival on Sept. 30. We grossed $219. It
was a gorgeous day, too!o

fiMetropolitan Community Church shares HUU space
Sunday evenings: currently the third Sunday at 4 pm --
all are welcome. See http://www.mccshenval.como--
The Rev. Emma Chattin
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Women's Salon meets every 3rd Saturday from 2 to
4pm at Claire's (432-0722). (Bring scrappy--on hand--
shacks; coffee and tea provided.)

The Red Tenters meet the first Saturday of every
month; all women of the church are welcome. Call 433-
3424 for details.

The knitting guild meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays, 7-9
pm. Contact Elinor Fankhauser (438-8558) or Kathleen
Burke (432-1303) for information if you like to knit, or
would like to learn to knit, do good work and have fun.

The Sixth Annual Chinese Dinner/Auction will be
Monday, October 15, 6:30 pm, at the China Jade
Restaurant in Harrisonburg. Tickets are $15.00 per
person. Proceeds will benefit the Shenandoah Valley
Gay and Lesbian Association. For auction instructions
and other details, or to reserve tickets, please contact
David Lane at lanedj@jmu.edu or 540-568-6866.

On Tuesday, Oct. 9, at 6:30 pm at Massanutten
Regional Library, Harrisonburg Downtown Renaissance
invites you to the Court Days Festivali Op e n
learn about volunteer opportunities for the festival to be
held June 7,2008. Opportunities i
reenacting (living history), performing in outdoor skits,
helping organize the festival, providing an exhibit or
booth, and day-of-festival volunteer shifts. Details:
contact Karen Lee (festival organizer and HUU
member), leekr@jmu.edu. 828-3011.

Join the Sierra Club for a multi-media slide show of the
beautiful Utah Redrock Wilderness and discussion of the
Utah Wilderness Campaign, Tuesday, October 23, at
7:00 pm, at Massanutten Regional Library.

Book review:
The Satanic Versedyy Salman Rushdie

Any book that brings its author death threats must
have something to say. | had wondered what The
Satanic Verses was about ever since 1989 when the late
Ayatollah Khomeini issued the fatwa calling on believers
to kill Salman Rushdie for writing it. . although critics
warned it was not summer beach reading. Recently, on
Bill Moyers, | heard Rushdie read an episode from the
book, in which he has Muh a mm a sképtical scribe
sneak small changes into the words the Prophet has
dictated for the Koran (turningfiaH d ar i ni@gb i
wi s etg.).ONhen the scribe reads back his
transcription, Muhammad fails to notice the changes --
making the scribe lose his faith. The anecdote reminded
me of Mark Twainds
as Letters from the Earth. Was this the kind of book
Twain might have written had he lived a century later
and half the world away? | had to check it out! It proved
well worth the effort to followRu s h d i e b6&-pagd | d
trip across continents, millennia and planes of reality i
magical realism as well as fable and satire.
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The story begins with Gibreel and Saladin i actors
from Bombay ( Ru s h @r$t kotne) i falling from a
plane exploded by hijackers five miles above the English
Channel. While in free fall, Gibreel sings exuberantly, to
Saladind s i nt e n s e Thamtimeyp soraahave
discover an ability to fly by flapping their arms, landing
unharmed though not unchanged. Gibreel will turn from
time to time into the archangel Gabriel (though he never
recalls his prophecies, and has psychotic episodes in
between them). Saladin at times becomes a goat and
gets identified with Satan. Tumult, stormy love affairs,
culture clashes, chaos and flamboyant word-play ensue.

Meanwhile, in an Indian village clustered around a
banyan tree, a vast and beautiful swarm of butterflies
clothe and feed a mystical orphan girl, Ayesha. She
persuades the villagers to undertake a walking
pilgrimage to Mecca, trusting the sea to part for them.
Theyodr e f adkdpiicimea Merdedes. ..

Having not worried about understanding every
reference, | liked R u s h d iorandest in@ Salon
int erview that #Altodés fun to re.
know al | tYétkeingwiased ®watd wanting

0clos[ure in stories, | 6frustrated when Rushdie leaves

some Cf)ig strings untied. The events unfold like dreams,
éhougr%a? dreams (like life) are notorious that way.
It'would

€ sad if well-meaning people avoided this
book because they wrongly expect pro-Western, anti-
Muslim propaganda. Rushdie is an equal-opportunity
offender who depicts harrowing police brutality and
racism in England. (His adopted nation nonetheless
awarded him a knighthood this June, stirring up fresh
controversy.) At one point the novel departs from its
ironic tone to show a key character, an Anglophile who
for years has tried to renounce his Indian roots, movingly
finding peace of mind by returning home to stay.

The bookédés title, by dbbue
a short passage being temporarily added to the Koran
but later condemned as i S a t aTihat passage simply
declared three goddesses from the pre-Islamic Meccan
pantheon to be "exalted females whose intercession is
to be desired. 0 R u dehiasia®rophet Muhammad
who muddles along like most of us, getting cajoled into
adding the verses by ar u | prondse not only to cease
persecuting the faithful but to give him a seat on the
town council . . . then getting frightened into a retraction.
(Gibreel guides botht h e P r agzribiens, thaugh of
course,hed | | forget.)

This short anecdote forced Rushdie into hiding for
years! ( Heligkened thatordealt o fia bad novel
Twainbds wor ks Americap Lilfegyt on t he
Associat i ofna@dmous A BanneoGofRue ks Li

| would love to discuss this book with anyone else
who has read it, or other books by Rushdie i especially
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--Chris Edwards

ANothing is so cheerful as the urge
to commit art. o
--Garrison Keillor
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