
 

 

 
 

Splinters from the Board

 
 

 
 

 
Yard Sale Oct. 17 & 18 
 Once again the HUU fall yard sale will be held in the 
fenced yard at House of Oak & Sofas, located in Duke‟s 
Plaza at 2265 South Main Street in Harrisonburg. 
 Sale dates are Friday and Saturday, October 17 and 
18.  Drop off anytime after 9AM on Friday, 10/17.  We 
need lots of help to separate, tag and sell on Friday, and 
help on Saturday as well to sell and clean up. To 
volunteer or schedule pickup of large items, contact 
Merle Wenger at mrfurn@msn.com. 

 

“R.E.” News 
 We‟re having a great year in the children‟s religious 
education program. I was impressed with how smoothly 
our first-ever vacation church school went – all thanks to 
our volunteers. 
 This year we‟ve been talking about the history of 
Unitarians. We start at the very beginning – our Jewish 
and Christian roots. And since there are a lot of Fall 
holidays, we‟ve been reading about, and doing crafts on, 
Ramadan, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
 There is now an “R.E. Corner” bulletin board display 
by the kitchen. Check out the photos, parenting articles, 
and notices. We also have some parenting and faith 
books to lend out. Some of our titles are Beyond Faith 
(for atheist parents), Living Simply With Children, The 
Church Where People Laugh (UU jokes), and Ten Talks 
Parents Must Have With Their Children About Sex and 
Character. Just talk to me about borrowing them. There 
are also books on alternative education that the 
Shenandoah Valley Community School lends out – 
available to the general public. 

--Carol Quintero 
HUU Director of Religious Education 

 
 

Kindness is in our power even when 
fondness is not. -- Samuel Johnson 

 

 

Fired up: Eric LaFreniére lights the paid-off mortgage, 

assisted by Bernie Mathes and Jim Geary.  

HUU BURNS MORTGAGE 

 It‟s official: We own our church property free and 
clear! Our Sunday service on Sept. 7, “Crossing the 
Water and Burning Our Bridges,” brought back some 
friends from years past for the mortgage-burning 
ceremony. With Nan Goland leading us in songs 
(including Bill Staines‟ “Crossing the Water”), the paid-off 
mortgage was fired up in a grill in front of our 99-year-old 
former Dale Enterprise School house. Since the 
mortgage-burning coincided with our annual “Gathering 
of the Waters” service, we used water from our summer 
journeys to put out the fire.  
 For all the photos of this historic event, shared by 
Noel Levan and Pat Geary, see: 
http://huuweb.org/HUUMortgageBurning/ 
 Our congregation, launched in the late 1980s, moved 
its meeting space from members‟ homes, to the Beth El 
Congregation temple; then to a cinderblock building on 
South 42 dubbed the “OK Corral;” and finally to our 
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present building west of Harrisonburg at 4101 Rawley 
Pike, which we purchased in 1994. Service facilitator 
and charter HUU member Elizabeth Ihle recalled a 
concern about this site heard at the time -- “the 
possibility of odor from nearby poultry houses, but that 
problem has never seriously materialized.” Our religious 
education building was constructed in the late 1990s. 
Having paid off our UUA loan for that project a year or 
two ago, we paid off the remaining bank loan on the 
property this July.  
 Elizabeth suggested that now, “maybe we can 
expand in other ways. We can begin to build new 
bridges.” To read all of her talk, see: 
 http://huuweb.org/community-cafe/crossing-the-waters/ 
 Built in 1909, our Dale Enterprise School house 
served for nearly five decades as a Rockingham County 
public school. It housed a Lutheran church in the years 
before we purchased it. For a detailed history of the site, 
see http://huuweb.org/history.html.  
 
 

Social Justice Needs Your Help 
 Coming soon: Dāna collections. Dāna is a 
Buddhist term, from the Sanskrit, meaning generosity. At 
HUU, we hope to give it expression in collections to 
meet needs in the world and community. In October, a 
collection will be taken for the Unitarian Universalist 
Association. November is AIDS Awareness Month, so 
we plan to raise funds from then through December to 
help people with AIDS.   
 Please keep remembering our “Feeding the 
Community” Potluck-Sundays food drives! Any non-
perishable food items, and nonfood staples, are 
welcomed, and may be placed in the grocery cart in the 
sanctuary. (We promote the drives on the first Sundays, 
when the cart is out front, but donations can be also left 
in the cart anytime; on off weeks you‟ll find it stored in 
the back hallway.) Donations will be distributed by the 
local food pantry, Patchwork Pantry – a nondenomina-
tional, 501(C)3 nonprofit that operates out of Community 
Mennonite Church.   
 The Blue Ridge Area Food Bank, which supplies 
USDA and bulk-donated food to several hundred 
charities in a large region (including the Pantry), has 
been seeing supplies dwindle significantly. Apparently 
because of that, several local food pantries and soup 
kitchens have had to reduce services. Patchwork Pantry 
has not had to cut back yet, but the number of families 
getting food when it‟s open on Wednesday nights has 
been rising  significantly (now 45 families on a relatively 
slow night) -- so this service relies more than ever (and 
may come to rely even more) on individual donations 
from the community. 
 Once again, thanks to all who give so generously!  
 

SVGLA Chinese Dinner/Auction 
 SVGLA‟s Seventh Annual Chinese Dinner/Auction 
will be Tuesday, November 11 (6:30PM) at the China 
Jade Restaurant in Harrisonburg. Tickets will cost 
$15.00 per person. SVGLA especially welcomes 

attendance by ALLIES, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS of the 
LGBT community. For the auction, please bring an 
unwrapped gift (minimum value of $5.00). For more 
information about the event or to reserve tickets, contact 
David Lane, lanedj@jmu.edu, or call 540-421-4292. 
 

Bring Your Own Spirituality, at JMU 
 Bring Your Own Spirituality, the JMU UU group on 
campus, is interested in becoming closer to the HUU 
community. This year we would like to open our 
doors to members of HUU. Anyone who is interested in 
either attending meetings, or would to help lead a 
discussion please email Liz Ross, rossem@jmu.edu, or 
Kevin Caran, carankl@jmu.edu or Julie Caran,  
caranjg@jmu.edu. The group meets Mondays from 6-7 
on campus. 

 

Finance Committee Needs Members 
 The HUU Finance committee is seeking new 
members. The Finance committee is responsible for 
creating the budget each year based on board, 
committee and congregational input, establishing 
policies and procedures related to financial matters, and 
working with the board and the membership committee 
In determining our approach to pledges each year. 
 If you think you would be interested in joining this 
committee, please contact finance chair Grayson Sless 
at gsless@aol.com. 
 
 

  NOTES 
 
The Tennessee Valley UU Church has been on our 
minds and in our prayers since the July 27 tragedy when 
a gunman opened fire there and killed two people. Bill 
Moyers Journal, in a Sept. 12 segment titled 
“Reclaiming Civil Discourse,” featured an interview with 
that church‟s minister, Chris Buice, as part of a 
thoughtful discussion about the effects of “Shock Jock” 
media on public discourse. (The shooter ranted against 
“liberals” and “gays,” and books by some of the most 
famous rightwing shock jocks were found in his home.) 
You can still watch Moyers‟ excellent broadcast or read 
the transcript via this link: 
http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/09122008/watch.html 
 
Eric Milnes and his mother, Charlotte Shnaider, have 
experienced a maddening struggle over his healthcare 
coverage. Eric‟s case will be among those presented in 
a Virginia Organizing Project forum at the Staunton 
Library Nov. 13 on health insurance problems. For 
that meeting time, details and/or to lend moral support, 
talk with Charlotte or Eric, 540-886-0517.  
 
Troy has fallen: the Trojan men, and all children but one, 
are dead.  What is to become of the Trojan women? 
Scott Cole is directing a production of Euripides‟ The  
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Women Of Troy, to be performed at Bridgewater 
College October 30-November 1 at 8.00 pm, November 
2 at 3:00PM. $6 Adults, $5 Non-BC students and senior 
citizens. For reservations or details, call 540-828-5631. 

 
“God On Trial” is the title of a drama in which 
Auschwitz prisoners indict God for abandoning them. It 
will be shown on PBS‟s Masterpiece Nov. 9. For the 
schedule, see: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece/schedule/index.ht
ml. For a week after the broadcast, the film will also 
stream at pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece/.   

 

BOOK REVIEW  

I Don’t Believe in Atheists, by Chris Hedges 
(Free Press, 2008).  
 So much of what passes for dialogue about religion in 
America today is a polarized, simplistic shouting match. 
Chris Hedges‟ thin but idea-heavy book, I Don’t Believe 
in Atheists, takes an irreverent look at one party to that 
screamfest: the “new atheist” movement personified by 
Sam Harris, Richard Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens, et. 
al. 
 Hedges is no fan of the Religious Right; his earlier 
book, American Fascists, called that “the most 
frightening mass-movement in American history.” Yet he 
detects a similar narrowness in the new atheists, whom 
he depicts as a sort of mirror image to religious 
fundamentalism, setting up the sillier manifestations of 
traditional religion just to knock them down.  
 Hedges‟ essential point goes far deeper, though. 
Having spent two decades covering a dozen armed 
conflicts as a war correspondent, he has seen too much 
human greed, madness and cruelty on all sides to 
believe we can eradicate our collective dark side, with or 
without God. 
 He declares, “History is not progressive.” Whatever 
our spiritual faith or unbelief, Hedges insists that “the 
belief that we can achieve human perfection, that we can 
advance morally, is itself an evil.” 
 Victoria Weinstein wrote In a UU World article, “When 
I read nineteenth-century Unitarian James Freeman 
Clarke‟s hopeful exclamation of human moral progress, 
„ONWARD AND UPWARD FOREVER AND EVER,‟ I 
grumble, “Good thing ole Jimmy never lived to see the 
twentieth century.” Mark Twain (who did) attributed the 
worst human deeds to our “moral sense.” 
 Hedges says rational philosophers made a mistake in 
discarding the concept of sin. Provocatively, he calls the 
Enlightenment “both a curse and a blessing.” Along with 
the well-known blessings, the Enlightenment produced 
reigns of terror as its “bastard children.” It seems that 
human visions of a perfect world tempt believers to 
make the end justify the means. We start thinking, can‟t 
we just wipe out those people and groups who fail to get 
with our program? Depending on the ideology, those 
miscreants may become destined for Hell when the 

Rapture comes, or for extinction or compulsory re-
education in a time of secular Utopia, be it communist, 
fascist, social Darwinist, anarchist, neocon, etc.  
 Harris, whom Hedges has debated, once claimed, 
“Some propositions are so dangerous that it may even 
be ethical to kill people for believing them.” Hedges 
argues that today‟s new atheists tend to be neocons, 
replacing Revelation with faith in an American-style 
empire ruled by their nebulous definition of “science.” 
 He notes that Harris characterizes terrorism as an 
essential component of Islam – a charge Hedges 
effectively debunks.  
 Hedges admits change for the good can happen, but 
only cyclically. He seems to respect anyone of whatever 
belief (Christian, Muslim, atheist, etc.) who is open-
minded, nuanced, and motivated by altruism. His book 
sprawls in unruly but interesting directions, delving into 
insights from Gandhi, Samuel Beckett, St. Augustine, 
Primo Levy, Karen Armstrong, Sigmund Freud, Kant, 
Arnold Toynbee; UU theologian James Luther Adams 
(Hedges‟ former professor); and novelist Joseph Conrad, 
whose central character in Heart of Darkness  goes into 
the African jungle as a would-be do-gooder and emerges 
a psychopathic monster.  
 It annoys me when I hear “new atheists” attack good 
people of faith by charging that religion inevitably leads 
to evil. I appreciate Hedges debunking that claim. His 
arguments (among other factors) have sparked me to 
seriously question the faith in human progress that I 
have held much of my life. Yet at times Hedges may 
overstate his own belief that such faith always leads to 
evil. It often does, but Hedges offers virtually no 
suggestions for how to deal with the loss of Utopian 
dreams; how to avoid sliding, by contrast, into despair, 
apathy or navel-gazing. 
 He does offer a whiff of affirmation in this quote near 
the end. Unlike “utopian dreamers,” he says, “It is those 
who are broken, those who see the shifting sands of our 
inner lives and the fictive narratives we hide behind, who 
can save us.” 

-- Chris Edwards 
 

ELECTION LIMERICK 

There is a young man named Obama 
Who used to dream with his mama. 
He grabbed politics 
And used many tricks, 
And he‟ll be our leader tomawa. 

--by Jim Geary 
 
(Disclaimer: HUU does not endorse political candidates 
or parties. Views expressed in our publications are 
purely the writers’ own.)  
 
 

Christmas Q: What if there had been three Wise 

Women instead of Wise Men? A: The three Wise 

Women would have asked for directions, arrived on time, 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece/schedule/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece/schedule/index.html
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helped deliver the Baby, cleaned the stable, made a 
casserole, and given practical gifts. -- BeliefNet  
 

"Spiritual Demographics"  

 A fun and easy-to-use “UU Glue” website introduces 
newcomers to Unitarian Universalism. It includes a 
BeliefNet quiz, FAQ‟s, common misconceptions, etc.: 
http://www.uufaq.com/#glue. We thank Ginny Heggie 
for sharing it with us.  
 A highlight of this website is a description of the 
people in the UU congregation of Providence, RI, in the 
1980s and „90s. This is from a sermon delivered in the 
late 1990's by their minister for 25 years, the Rev. 
Thomas E. Alhburn:  
 “In 1987, 28% of you said you were Humanists, 12% 
Christian, 11% Buddhist, 11% Agnostic, 4% Christian 
Humanist, 3% Atheists, 3 Seekers or Searchers, and 3% 
Don't Know. There were quite a few other religious or 
theological positions, including the now famous „Not a 
Catholic Anymore.‟  
 “Today (late 1990's)  20% of those polled identified 
themselves as Humanists, 13% Buddhists, 10% 
Christian, 6% Agnostic, and 4% Christian Humanist. 
Obviously, things have changed a bit. But the big 
changes occur beyond the major categories.  
 “When it comes to religious philosophy or theology, 
more than 50% seem to prefer more heterodox ways of 
describing yourselves. Here are just a few: Neo-Mystical 
Christian, Non-Mystical Christian, Christian Seeking A 
Balance For Me, Christian Atheist, Christian Agnostic, 
Buddhist-Transcendentalist, Buddhist-12 Step-Seeker, 
Agnostic Humanist Buddhist, Christian Humanist 
Buddhist, Jewish Humanist Buddhist, Humanist Buddhist 
Dreamer, Atheist With Buddhist Thoughts, Seeking 
Inspiration From The Goddess, Pagan, Earth 
Worshipper, Earth Magic, Naturalist-Energy-Oriented 
Believer, Spiritual Agnostic, Spiritual Feminist and Social 
Activist, Gnostic, Bleeding Heart Pragmatist, 
Taoist/Theist, Something Spiritual, Seeker of Spiritual 
Guidance and Growth, Existential Humanist, Hard To 
Say, None and All of the Above, Kind of like a sponge 
and a sieve all in one, Electric, Person, Eternal Dancer, 
Unitarian Universalist Dogmatist, and (this year's winner) 
Frisbeetarian. 
 “Where in the world do people like you come 
from? 
 “30% began as Roman Catholics (up from 26% in 
1987), 15% as Congregationalists (up from 8%), 10% 
are birthright Unitarian Universalists (down from 14%), 
6% as Episcopalians (down from 14%), and 4% were 
born Jewish (in both 1987 and 1995). Along with former 
Methodists, Lathering (??), and Baptists, we have all 
kinds of others, including a dear soul who claims to have 
begun as a „Sweet child that didn't care about religion 
and had no need of it.‟” 
 
 

 
 

sSo. . . who in the world are the 
members and friends of HUU, in 
2008?  

 Below are the same questions that Providence 
congregation was asked. Please try to write your 
answers in the form below (with or without your name) 
and give it to me, or place it in the box marked 
“Newsletter” in the hall behind the kitchen, or email me 
the answers: edwards.chris@comcast.net. If we get 
enough answers, and they‟re interesting enough, we 
hope to publish results in the next issue. Thanks! 

--Chris Edwards 
 

- - - - -  

 
 

  

 

 

HUU  
"Spiritual Demographics"  

survey 

 What are you? (By religious orientation, that 

is – ex., Humanist, Christian, Buddhist, Atheist, etc.) 

 

 How would you label your religious 
philosophy or theology? (For examples, see 

the long paragraph from Providence that begins 
―When it comes to religious philosophy or theology..‖) 

 

 Into what church, or with what 
family religious identity, were you born? 

 

 

Thanks! 

http://www.uufaq.com/#glue
mailto:edwards.chris@comcast.net
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After a good dinner, 

One can forgive anybody, 
Even one’s relatives. 

-- Oscar Wilde 
 

Shipping is a terrible thing to do to vegetables.  
They probably get jet-lagged, just like people. 

-- Elizabeth Berry 
 

These quotes come from Menu for the Future, the Northwest Earth Institute guidebook being used in our current 
Discovery Circle. The ten members of this group, organized by Elizabeth Scott, have been meeting to explore questions 
about what we eat, where it comes from, and the impact and sustainability of our food sources.  
 

 

 

HUU Calendar  

 Events not otherwise indicated take place at the church. Services and children’s religious educa-
tion/childcare begin Sundays at 10:30 a.m. Please join us after church for a potluck meal the first Sunday of 
each month.  
 Everything listed here is subject to change! – for updates, see the weekly Order of Service, the e-news 
and/or the website, HUUweb.org. For inclement-weather closings, check WHSV-TV, WSVA (550 AM), 
http://www.whsv.com/closings and/or http://HUUweb.org/ 
 
Sunday, Oct. 12: The Rev. Robert Hughes will present “A Place for U in the UUA.” 
Friday & Saturday, Oct. 17 and 18: HUU Yard Sale at House of Oak & Sofas (see p. 1)   
Sunday, Oct. 19: Elizabeth Ihle will present “Witches: Sacred and Profane.”  
Sunday, Oct. 26: Mel Lee and Ray Hertzler will present “Mental Health: The Long Path.” 
 
Sunday, Nov. 2:  

¶ Judith Hollowood will present the All Souls Service. 

¶ Potluck following the service  
Tuesday, Nov. 4: ELECTION DAY  
Sunday, Nov. 9: Julie and Kevin Caran will present an Adoption Service. 
Tuesday, Nov. 11: SVGLA Dinner/Auction, 6:30 p.m., China Jade Restaurant. (See p. 2.)  
Sunday, Nov. 16: The Rev. Robert Hughes will present a service.  
Sunday, Nov. 23: Sarah Cheverton will present “Guest at Your Table.”  
Sunday, Nov. 30:  

¶ Service TBA.  

¶ Fifth-Sunday “town hall meeting” scheduled to follow the service. These meetings are 
times for dialogue about suggestions or concerns affecting the congregation.  

 
Sunday, Dec. 7:  

¶ Jim Geary will present a service. 

¶  Potluck following the service  
Sunday, Dec. 14: The Rev. Emma Chattin will present a service.   
Sunday, Dec. 21: Scott and Holly Cole will present “The Latke Who Screamed.”  
Wednesday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve service TBA.  
Sunday, Dec. 28: TBA.  
 

http://www.whsv.com/closings
http://huuweb.org/
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OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 

Meredith Moore .  . . . . . . . . . (540)867-0073                        

           office@HUUweb.org 
 
 
BOARD MEMBERS: 
       Email to all. . . . .  . Board@HUUweb.org 

Lincoln Gray. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .433-

3424 
       lincoln@huuweb.org 
Ralph Grove, TREASURER. . .433-

1323 
       ralph@huuweb.org 
Mary Hahn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 833-5156 

       mary@huuweb.org 
Judith Hollowood.  . .  . . . . . . 434-4126 

       judith.hollowood@gmail.com 
Holly Labbe . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 828-3417 

       holly@huuweb.org 
Linda Royster. . . . . . . . .. . . . . 828-

3750 
       linda@huuweb.org 
 
 

HUU MEETS:  
 
Board: 2

nd
 Sundays, 12:15 pm  

Building & Grounds: Meets as needed, 432-

1383; chair, Merle Wenger 
Campus Ministry (JMU): Contact Kevin 

Caran, 434-6314, kevincaran@yahoo.com 
Caring circle: Contact Elinor Fankhauser, 

438-8558, elifank@verizon.net.  
Choir:  Rehearsals on 4

th
 Sundays after 

church. Director, Charlotte Shnaider: 540-

886-0517 
Communications: 434-0457, chair, Robin 

McNallie  
Children‟s religious education (CYCORE): 

Carol Quintero, DRE (director of RE), 438-
5940, Carol@HUUweb.org 
Finance: Chair, Grayson Sless, 433-8201 
Knitting Guild: 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Mondays, 7 p.m. 

Contact, Elinor Fankhauser, 438-8558 or 
elifank@verizon.net. 
Membership: Chair, Mary Hahn, 833-5156 
Red Tent: Women‟s book group meets first 

Saturdays; contact Mary Hahn, 833-5156  
Social Justice: Co-chairs, Linda Royster and 

Eric Milnes. Meets 2
nd

 Wednesdays. Contact 
Linda, llroyster@earthlink.net, 828-3750. 
Sunday Services: 3

rd
 Sunday, 12:15 pm, 

chair, Bernie Mathes, 433-3424; 
mathes@rice.edu 
 
 
THE “HUU REVIEW” TEAM: 

Chris Edwards, Pat Geary, Deb Stevens-

Fitzgerald, Norm Lawson, Robin McNallie 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:30 a.m. weekly 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM Sept.-May, 10:30 a.m. Sundays  

POTLUCK first Sundays following service 
 

INFO CHANNELS— 
¶ HUU website, huuweb.org.  

¶ Unitarian Universalist Association: www.uua.org  

¶ HUU Review: Tentative deadline for Winter issue: Jan. 4, 2009. Submit items 

to Chris Edwards, edwards.chris@comcast.net; (540)434-0457. 

¶ Weekly e-news: Submit items by Wednesday morning to Meredith Moore, 

office administrator, office@HUUweb.org.  

¶ Sunday Orders of Service: Submit information to Pat Geary, webmaster, 

433-1040; pat@HUUweb.org, by Thursday noon.  

¶ Online Community Café: http://HUUweb.org/community-cafe/  

¶ To send brief church-related announcements to HUU members and friends: 
huu-announcements@huuweb.org  

¶ For any HUU online-related questions: contact Pat Geary, webmaster, 433-
1040; Pat@HUUweb.org. Internet users: Want to save paper?? Ask Pat how 

to download this newsletter and forego a paper copy.  
 
 

  

 
Harrisonburg Unitarian Universalists 
4101 Rawley Pike 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
(Return service requested) 
 

 

 

POLITICS is not about power. Politics is not about 

money. Politics is not about winning for the sake of 

winning. Politics is about the improvement of peopleôs 

lives. Itôs about advancing the cause of peace and 

justice in our country and in our world. Politics is 

about doing well for people.  

-- Sen. Paul Wellstone 

(1944-2002) 
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