
 

 

 
 

Splinters from the Board

 
 
 

Congregational Retreat Nov. 14 

 Please plan to join your HUU friends for a day of 
conversation, consideration and fun at our congrega-
tional retreat on Saturday, November 14, from 9am until 
4pm at HUU. The retreat will be led by Annette Marquis, 
the Executive Director of the Thomas Jefferson (TJ) 
District of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA). 
We will remember where we‟ve been and share our 
ideas of where we‟re going.  In preparation for the 
retreat, we ask that you read the following documents, 
as you are able: HUU Mission Statement, Long-Range 
Planning Committee Report (2005), Beloved Community 
document, and Shared Ministry Vision. All of these are 
available on our church website, www.huuweb.org, 
under “Members and Friends.” 
 Lunch will be provided. Please notify the Shared 
Ministry Team if you need child-care, telling us the 
names and ages of your children. We ask that you let us 
know you are coming (so we are sure to have enough 
food) by emailing the Shared Ministry Team at shared-
ministry@huuweb.org or speaking to Bernie Mathes, 
Sarah Cheverton, or Jim Hollowood at church. We look 
forward to seeing you there. –Bernie Mathes 
 

Equality March on D.C. Oct.11 
 
 The Committee on Children and Youth Religious 
Education (CYCORE) and the Social Justice Committee 
at HUU are organizing an "RE on the Road" social action 
trip to Washington, DC, on Sunday, Oct. 11.  
Participants will caravan or meet in DC to participate in 
the National Equality March on Washington for LGBT 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender) rights as part 
of the UUA's Standing on the Side of Love Campaign.  
Prior to the field trip, the children will learn that an 
important part of being UU is working to see that all 
people are treated fairly.  Reverend Emma Chattin will 
be preaching for the non-marchers at HUU the same 
day.                                                (continued on pg 2) 

 

 

  
From left: Kevin Caran; Elijah Cole, Holly Labbe, 

Ada, Wyatt and Scott Cole.  

Dedicating Children  
 
 Ada, Wyatt and Elijah Cole were dedicated at HUU 
on September 18. The children were brought by their 
parents, Holly Labbe and Scott Cole, to share their 
parents‟ joy and their commitments to the future with our 
community of faith. In a ceremony led by Kevin Caran 
and written by Judith Hollowood, the HUU community 
formally welcomed the children by name, promising to 
support their parents in their dedication to fostering the 
fullest unfolding of each child‟s gifts. The congregation 
accepted “our responsibility to nurture and care for them, 
to show affection and respect, and to teach them by our 
example how people live together in loving community.” 
 This may be the first-ever child dedication in our 
congregation (though it is a recognized UU practice). If 
you would like a dedication ceremony for your child, 
contact Julie Caran or the Sunday Services Committee. 

--Bernie Mathes and Julie Caran 
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Equality March (continued) 
People searching for Standing on the Side of Love 
Campaign events in our area on the SSL website can 
now see our plans for Oct 11.  The info is listed here: 
<http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1272/t/9818/p/sals
a/event/distributedevent/public/search.sjs?distributed_ev
ent_KEY=536&postal_code=22801&radius=30&city=&re
gion=&country=USA> 
Or, if anyone goes to www.standingonthesideoflove.org, 
they can roll over "Calendar" to click on "Find an Event" 
and enter a zip code and radius.  Julie Caran has 
included both the "RE on the Road" trip and the sermon 
by Emma at HUU. 

 

Pastoral Services at HUU 
 The Shared Ministry Team has been asked, “What do 
I do if I need to talk with a minister?” Our answer is an 
evolving one. It has become clearer to us that in most 
congregations the minister is available for at most one or 
two counseling sessions, before a referral is made to a 
mental health or other professional. With this in mind, 
Rev. Emma Chattin and Rev. Kirk Ballin have agreed to 
be available for a phone conversation with HUU 
members and friends, if requested. You may contact 
them at revemma@huuweb.org and rev-
kirk@huuweb.org.  
 You are also welcome to speak with a member of the 
Shared Ministry Team, Sarah Cheverton, Jim 
Hollowood, or Bernie Mathes, or email them at shared-
ministry@huuweb.org.  We have a list of mental health 
resources in our community. 
 If you would like any of our three guest ministers to 
officiate at a wedding or memorial service, you may 
contact them directly (Rev. Robert Hughes is at 
revbob@huuweb.org) or request the assistance of the 
Shared Ministry Team in making the connection. Other 
options for pastoral care may emerge as the Shared 
Ministry Team and the Caring Committee continue 
explorations. –Bernie Mathes 
 

Children’s Religious Education 
 
Dear HUU families: 
 The Children‟s Religious Education program is off to 
a great start this year!  Thank you all for your thoughtful 
contributions to the “Questions from the Children” 
service on August 30

th
.  I am certain that the children felt 

heard, and I heard from many of you that you enjoyed 
both the children‟s questions and one another‟s 
answers.  If you missed the service, you can see the 
questions and answers on the RE bulletin board at HUU 
or on-line in the Community Café. 
 Since kicking off the year on September 6

th
, the older 

children have been engaging in activities, dances and 
dialogue to better understand meanings of the word 
“God.”  If you‟re interested in seeing the children‟s 
interpretations of God, please visit the Religious 
Education building one Sunday to view images of God, 

names of God, and the interdependent web in which 
everything is connected. 
 So far our use of a teaching team seems to be 
working well for the children.  On September 6, the 
entire team met with the 5-and-up crowd.  Since then, 
Kevin, Robin and Angelina have been rotating through 
each week and Jenn is filling in the gaps when needed.  
It is great to see such meaningful intergenerational 
interactions each Sunday.   
 We have integrated some traditions from “grown-up” 
church into the RE program this year: our own chalice 
lighting words and HUU‟s community sending-forth song.  
In case you know of any kids who would like to “practice” 
in between Sundays, please see the boxes on pages 2 
and 3 for the chalice-lighting words and community 
sending-forth lyrics.  
 I am especially pleased with the use of a UUA 
curriculum, Celebrating Me and My World, in the nursery 
this year.  Although we have a broad range of 
developmental levels between our infants and four year 
olds, with Pax at the helm and an adult volunteer helping 
out each week, we have been able to provide excellent 
programming for the youngest members of our 
community.   
 I am also proud to be part of a faith community that 
has the conviction to participate in the Standing on the 
Side of Love campaign, and I‟m thrilled that the families 
with children at HUU are interested in taking “RE on the 
Road” on October 11

th
 for the National Equality March in 

Washington, DC, so that the children have a chance to 
experience this form of social action.  Look for photos 
and an article in the winter newsletter! 
 Thank you so much for all of your contributions to 
making our program successful, whether through 
donations of supplies or donations of time.  There is so 
much great energy behind our children‟s programming, 
and I can think of at least nine HUU members and 
friends who are making significant contributions of time 
and energy.  If you interact with members of the teaching 
team, CYCORE, or nursery, please ask them about their 
involvement in the RE program and thank them for their 
wonderful work!  

--Julie Caran 
Director of Children’s Religious Education 

 

 
Announcements 
 

 For detailed information on what's happening in 
Religious Education each week, please visit 
http://huuweb.org/kidsre.htm. This information will 

 
Chalice Lighting Words 

This is our circle of chalice light 
Where peace and love are burning bright 

A place for wonder, a place for fun 
Welcome, welcome everyone! 
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also be available in the e-news and in an abbre-
viated form in the order of service each Sunday. 

 If you have not received the 2009-10 Religious 
Education booklet and registration form, please pick 
one up by the door at HUU or download the 
information here: http://huuweb.org/kidsre.htm 
(they're in the box on the right).  Parents are asked 
to turn in registration forms for any children and 
youth who will be participating in our Religious 
Education program this year. You can mail yours to 
the church (4101 Rawley Pike, Harrisonburg VA 
22801) or leave it in Julie's box.  Thank you to 
everyone who already submitted their registration 
forms. 

 In our efforts to follow Safe Congregation guidelines 
(and in order to avoiding disrupting the service 
before it is over), this year we are asking parents 
and guardians to come to the RE building after the 
service to retrieve your children.  Thank you for your 
cooperation with this effort! 

 Tuesday evenings from 6:00 to 10 p.m., Julie will 
hold RE “office hours” at her home.  Please feel 
welcome to call her at 421-8556.  She is also happy 
to take requests for meetings at other times by 
appointment. 

 Children now have their own nametags to wear on 
Sunday mornings!  Nursery nametags are on the 
quilt above the changing table in the nursery.  
Nametags for older children will be with the adult 
name tags by the front door.  Children who will do 
better with a “sticker tag” than a clip-on tag can 
acquire sticker name tags in the nursery or in the RE 
building. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Splinters from The Board 
June-July-August 2009 
 The Board was happy this quarter to fill another 
vacancy on our small paid staff. We hired Hae-jin Om, a 
senior at JMU, as one of two Sunday pianists. Angela 
Novy, also from JMU, will alternate Sundays with Hae-
jin at the piano.  
 By the way, Hae-jin respectfully points out to us that 
her name is pronounced “hedge-in.” Let‟s coach each 
other to come closer to this pronunciation in future 
months. 
 Earlier this year we hired a Director of Children‟s 
Religious Education and a Nursery Care Provider. All 
this activity has made the Board aware that paying fair 
compensation is an equity issue and that it is challenging 

within our budget. Partly in recognition of this reality, the 
search for a “music director” is on the back burner for the 
time being.  
 With help from the Shared Ministry Team, the Board 
came up to speed on committee staffing, acknowledged 
the service of people who are leaving committee 
leadership, and welcomed new leaders. The committee 
listings you find in the order of service, the Web site and 
the back page of the “HUU Review” once again reflect 
the alignment of volunteers.  
 Already the long-awaited driveway upgrade and 
landscaping project have become so familiar that they 
seem like “old news.” Merle Wenger, Cathy and Charlie 
Strickler, and Thad Christophel in particular should be 
thanked over and over again as our new greenery grows 
from season to season. Also appreciated are the many 
who watered the new plants during the hot days of 
August. 
 Ralph Grove and other board members are working 
on ways to keep us all aware of the appreciation we owe 
the committee members and volunteer staff who do so 
much for us. 
 After much discussion, the Board decided to buy a 
digital projector from our Capital Reserve. The 
motivation is that the ability to project presentations and 
even movies will bring new dimensions to our 
programming. The projector will be bright enough to use 
in our gathering space even during daylight hours. 
Training will be offered – and mandatory – to those who 
want to use the projector. 
 The Board heard the results of a review of the 
church‟s financial procedures, conducted by Angelina 
Gonzalez for the Finance Committee. The Board voted 
to authorize the few new procedural safeguards that 
were recommended. Over all, the review suggested that 
our existing procedures reflect good practice and careful 
stewardship. 
 Currently on the table is a plan to devote HUU 
advertising dollars to WMRA. As we work out how to do 
this – once again, budget is an issue – you will hear 
more about this, perhaps even on your car radio. 
 In advance of the November all-church retreat, the 
Board intends to read and reflect on the Strategic Plan 
that was completed in 2006. How far have we come 
against its recommendations? We encourage any of you 
who read it to let us know what you think.  

–Judith Hollowood 

 

Wheel Of Life  
 Jim Geary's granddaughter, Rebecca (Becca) 
Lavinder Broughton, was married Saturday, September 
19 to Stephen Andrew (Andy) Coppola, son of Vince and 
Sue Coppola. The marriage was performed by Alane 
Cameron Miles, a Unitarian Universalist minister, at the 
home of the bride's  parents, Paul and Martha 
Broughton, in Richmond.  
 (Note: Please submit news of life transitions you 
would like noted here to Bernie Mathes, 433-3424; 
mathes@rice.edu.) 

 
Community Sending-Forth 

As we leave this friendly place, 
love give light to every face 

May the kindness which we learn 
light our hearts till we return. 

 

mailto:mathes@rice.edu
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A Way to Start the Year  
 On September 19 Julie Caran, Holly Labbe, and 
Bernie Mathes represented HUU at a Thomas Jefferson 
District workshop in Charlotte, NC. “A Way to Start the 
Year” was an opportunity for congregational leaders 
from throughout the district to gather and share with 
each other their insights and best practices. More than 
half of the 62 congregations in the district were 
represented. We attended sessions led by Annette 
Marquis, District Executive; Rev. Sue Sinnamon, District 
Director of Faith Development; and Jim Key, President 
of the TJ District Board of Trustees. We discussed 
governance as leadership, strengthening religious 
education, and returned with ideas on new ways to “Start 
the Year.” –Bernie Mathes 
 
 
 

 
 
From left: Bernie, Holly, Julie

----------------------------------------------------------------  
 

 

HUU Supports  
Fair Trade 

 Each cup of coffee served at HUU on Sunday 
mornings represents our effort to put into practice the 
UU principles „to affirm human dignity‟ and to „respect 
the interdependent web of all existence of which we are 
all a part.‟  That effort is extended beyond our church 
walls when you purchase the coffee, tea and chocolate 
products we offer.   
 The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 
(UUSC) partners with Equal Exchange to provide a 
bridge between communities of struggling farmers and 
our own. By paying a fair price, working with democratic 
cooperatives, offering affordable credit and supporting 
sustainable agriculture, Equal Exchange helps farmers 
to build better lives for themselves and their families.   
 In addition, for every pound of coffee, tea, cocoa, and 
chocolate purchased by participating congregations, 
Equal Exchange makes a contribution to UUSC to 
provide additional support to coffee-growing 
communities. 
 What a delicious way to work for social justice and 
human rights!  Enjoy the next cup of coffee you have at 
HUU on Sunday morning and stop by the “store” in the 
corner of the Community Café to purchase some to take 
home.  We have recently restocked our shelves with 
coffee and tea.   
 Unfortunately, we were not able to order more 
chocolate till after Oct. 1. Keep your eyes open for a new 
item, Orange Dark Chocolate, coming soon.  

–Martha Sider 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 For September and October, the Social Justice 
Committee has chosen the Third Sunday “Dana” 
collection plate to go to the SPCA.  Staying on topic, 
Linda Royster presented "Blessing of the Animals," at 
our September 27 service, accompanied by speakers 
from Cat‟s Cradle and the Charlottesville SPCA, and 
joined by a cat and about 10 dogs.  
 Since Spring 2008, this committee has organized 
execution vigils on each night an execution is 
scheduled in Virginia. We meet, beginning at 8:45 pm on 
the southeast corner of Court Square in Harrisonburg, to 
mourn the violence, both of the crimes and the death 
penalty. All are welcome to join us. Currently executions 
are scheduled to take place on Nov. 10 and Nov. 17. For 
updates and details, see Virginians for Alternatives to 
Death Penalty, http://vadp.org/ and UUs for Alternatives 
to the Death Penalty, www.uuadp.org/.  
 Thanks once again to all who bring nonperishable 
food for our first-Sunday “Feeding the Community” food 
drive. Donations go to Patchwork Pantry, which now 
sometimes feeds more than 60 families per week. –C.E. 

------------------------------------------ 

 

 “Rightwing fundamentalists enthrone a tiny God 
on their altar. Leftwing fundamentalists reject 
this tiny God, imagining they have done something 
important by doing so.” 
 “There are 1.7 trillion stars for every living 
human. This surely should discourage human pride, 
but it doesn’t.” 
-- The Rev. Forrest Church at the 2003 UU 
General Assembly. Rev. Church died from cancer on 
Sept. 24, 2009, at 61.  

http://vadp.org/
http://www.uuadp.org/
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Same Place Different Time: 
Reflections on my 11th UU “GA” 
 
 The Unitarian Universalists held the 48th General 
Assembly (GA) in the denomination‟s history in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, this past June. This annual event was held in 
the same city in 1999 where I attended GA for the very 
first time.  This year, attending my 11th consecutive 
UUGA, the changes in Salt Lake City (SLC) ten years 
later were quite noticeable.  While the format of each 
year‟s GA is basically similar, the location is dramatically 
different, and this becomes part of the equation that 
draws me to attend year after year. Now, downtown 
SLC, unlike many places, is quite distinctive. If you were 
abducted in Harrisonburg, and then blindfolded, and 
then dropped into downtown SLC, you would know 
immediately once the blindfold was off where you are if 
you had been there before.  While the city was exotic the 
first time I went, and there is much excitement in going 
to a first GA in any location, I felt that I had “been there 
and done that,” and so was reluctant to go again.  
However, David persisted and insisted and off we went.   
 As soon as we arrived I was almost immediately 
aware that this was not the same SLC of ten years ago 
and I was positively impressed with what was different 
about it, and this GA (and if you read the last newsletter 
you heard a lot about this GA from the other four 
members of our congregation who attended). Ten years 
has brought a lot of changes.  At first my reflections were 
just on what was different about the host city and then 
gradually I began to reflect also on what has and has not 
changed in our city and at our own Harrisonburg 
Unitarian Universalists congregation in the intervening 
years.   
 SLC is still dominated by the presence of the Latter 
Day Saints.  The Mormons have built the largest 
conference center space in the world and this same 
center has a six acre garden and woodland on its roof.  
From one vista you can see the ground below where 
there are more beautiful gardens with a large pond – and 
you can see a major highway disappear underneath this 
beautiful expanse.  As it turns out, city traffic and roads 
were diverted underground to create some of these 
spectacular vistas.  The later change created a bit of an 
outcry from different groups, including the UU‟s, in terms 
of city government and public roads being subject to the 
will of the church.  In the end I am glad the church won, 
as the results are truly remarkable to behold and inspire 
something honestly spiritual.   
 Evidently all the sin in Utah is conveniently centrally 
located, oddly enough, right next door to the Mormon 
Church‟s headquarters and this may in part be 
responsible for some of the growth and dynamism of the 
city.  There is now a lot more diversity in the people you 
see around SLC, and drinking laws have been relaxed.  
There are more people, more young people and night 
life, more bars and yes more gay establishments (which 
had a hard go of it just a decade ago). In addition to all 

the new shops, a plethora of restaurants and 
entertainment options as a result of the winter Olympics 
in 2000, there are many new skyscrapers and much new 
construction.  There is currently a building boom 
downtown – a “live, work, play, shop” concept that is 
adding even more vitality to the city.   
 There are downsides.  Some of the former views of 
the spectacular mountains that serve as a backdrop to 
the city are no longer visible from some parts of 
downtown and the beautiful Mormon temple and 
grounds seems dwarfed by the encroaching 
development. 
 Well, I said I had also reflected on what is different 
about Harrisonburg and HUU since attending the 38th 
GA in 1999.  If you have been around long you know 
Harrisonburg has changed.  Who sits on city council has 
changed, the hospital is moving, and there are more 
people, students, apartments, traffic, etc. At HUU in the 
past several years we have employed part time a 
Religious Education director and an Office Manager.  
More recently we have employed two pianists to 
accompany Sunday services and someone to care for 
the youngest of our children during services.  Ten years 
ago we had a mortgage and now we do not. We 
improved our building and our grounds have seen their 
most dramatic change this year with wonderful 
landscaping, plantings and a new parking lot.  We have 
also put in place, after more than two years in 
development, our Shared Ministry Team.   
 On the other hand there are some changes at HUU 
that concern me.  14 years ago when I first came 
through the doors of our congregation, the city was 
almost half the size it is now, but HUU had a 
membership of 70 people and a budget close to 
$65,000. When I joined officially as a member of HUU in 
1996, I was welcomed by our then full-time minister. 
Currently the percentage of HUU members has shrunk 
considerably compared to the number of people who 
now live in our area, as we have around 60 members 
and a budget still south of what is was many years ago.   
 And there are some things that seem not to have 
changed.  Practices that are ingrained that may turn 
visitors off and a leadership that struggles at times to 
understand what types of skills we need to develop to be 
more effective or how to introduce positive change. 
 For some of us HUU is the only game in town as far 
as religious community is concerned.  And when I attend 
what has now become my annual pilgrimage to GA I am 
reminded that I have found much of value in regularly 
attending HUU for these past 14 years and that is what 
keeps me coming.  I just wish we could have a 
breakthrough in terms of seeing what keeps us from 
being as dynamic as we might be, maybe if we could all 
go to a GA it would help.  Speaking of which, the GA in 
2011 will be just down the road in Charlotte, NC -maybe 
we can all plan early to get there.   

 
--Grayson Sless 
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LIVING POOR: A Sunday service, a 
film, a book, and a remembrance 
 
 Daniel Chavez gave a moving presentation for our 
Labor Day service, telling how the struggles his family 
endured harvesting grapes in California motivated him to 
become a lawyer, activist and community organizer. 
 I was glad UU‟s heard and appreciated Mr. Chavez‟s 
talk. While most members of our denomination may be 
“liberal,” relatively few know the experience of poverty 
first hand. I think that may limit our understanding and 
effectiveness. I recommend one film, and one book, to 
anyone who wants to gain understanding. 
 In “Frozen River,” Ray finds herself alone raising 
two children after her husband, a compulsive gambler, 
absconds with their savings toward the modest dream of 
replacing their small trailer with a double-wide. Without 
schmaltz or sermonizing, this low-budget 2008 film, set 
on a New York Mohawk reservation, portrays a slice of 
life; of courage and tough choices. Unable to get enough 
hours at her dollar-store job to make ends meet, Ray 
sees Christmas coming not only without gifts for her 
kids, but no food on hand except a little popcorn and 
Tang. A young Mohawk woman, Lila, makes her an 
entrepreneurial offer: smuggling undocumented 
immigrants in a car trunk across the frozen St. Lawrence 
River from Canada. Ray accepts. (NetFlix has this film.)  
 To write her 2001 bestseller, “Nickel and Dimed: On 
(Not) Getting By in America,” Barbara Ehrenreich 
looked for typical jobs available to midlife women re-
entering the workforce, post-welfare reform. Traveling 
around the U.S., she worked as a maid in homes and a 
hotel, an aide in a badly-managed nursing home, a 
waitress in low-budget restaurants, and (at the only site 
identified by name) a Wal-Mart clerk, while struggling to 
live on her earnings as far as possible. Her undercover 
reporting is a contemporary woman‟s equivalent of 
Orwell‟s Down and Out in Paris and London. The writer, 
from a blue-collar/union-organizing family, treats her co-
workers with unfailing respect, humbled by the skills that 
her new jobs call for and the resourcefulness needed to 
get by. We get glimpses of what it‟s like to live in a noisy 
hotel in a room that cannot be locked, or scrub floors in 
overheated homes while forbidden to drink the water. 
The book might be too depressing to get through were it 
not for her dry, sometimes wicked wit. 
 So...let me share a memory: I‟ve never been nearly 
as poor as Mr. Chavez‟s family, “Frozen River‟s” Ray, or 
Ehrenreich‟s co-workers, but for several years was poor 
enough to be terrified of falling that far. Through most of 
1974, I worked in the Spun Spinning and Coning section 
of American Silk Mills in Orange, Va. -- not for any 
altruistic or journalistic goal, only paychecks.  
 I never saw silkworms. A raw material resembling 
clear plastic rope got spun on mechanical spinets to 
emerge as yarn. Bobbins of that yarn went on to coning 
machines, where the yarn was fed under a blower onto 
much larger rolls. From 2 to 10 pm, I walked up and 
down my machine, replacing each emptied bobbin with a 
full one, then using a hand-strapped knotter to attach it 

to its destination roll. My 50 rolls, once filled, went on to 
the dyers and weavers. I could drift into a pleasant, 
meditative zone at that work. (Spun Spinning/Coning, 
where all the workers were women, was the only air-
conditioned section of the plant. The weavers bragged of 
enduring temperatures topping 110 in summer, in the 
area that now houses a trendy restaurant, Silk Mill 
Grille.)   
 A tray of the bobbins looked just like the one Norma 
Rae’s father keeled over in to die, in that eponymous 
film...but I wasn‟t surprised Ehrenreich got only a 
dumfounded response the few times she tried to foment 
protests. The silkmill‟s management violated a law on 
minimum break-time, but no one investigated. I think we 
were all too busy just getting by. My own priorities were 
my family, and finding a better job. 
 I was young and healthy, though, and not bothered 
by the blowing lint, like those who wore masks. On 
break, I was comfortable enough sitting close to the floor 
on a loading cart. Women the age I am now mostly 
remained standing to eat, sadly laughing, “If I got down, 
maybe I couldn‟t get back up.” I made $2.03 an hour; 
they got just pennies more. No sick pay, no pension. 
 At first we did enjoy a little unofficial break a few 
minutes before each shift‟s end, chatting in line at the 
timeclock after the machines went silent. That would 
change: One afternoon, two women of about my age 
and complexion advised me, melodramatically, “Psst! 
There may be a fight in line at the clock tonight. Are you 
with us or against us?” One had a small kitchen knife in 
her lunchbag, which she was prepared to use on some 
young black women who, she said, “talk about us and 
laugh.” No, she couldn‟t hear their conversations – she 
just knew. (African-Americans had only attained the 
“privilege” of working at that plant two years earlier.) I 
said I didn‟t want to get involved.  
 Nothing happened. A supervisor got wind of the 
trouble and simply gave orders to keep the machines 
running until exactly 10:00 from then on. Once punched 
out, everyone just hurried home, as he‟d expected.   
 About ten years and five jobs in my checkered career 
later, I read that the mill had suddenly, permanently 
closed; workers arrived for the last remaining shift one 
morning to find the doors locked. The building got 
renovated for shops and apartments. 

--Chris Edwards 
 
 

“Is God Dead?”  
 John T. Elson, the reporter who wrote the iconic 1966 
Time magazine essay with that provocative cover 
headline, died Sept. 7 at 78. The 4,000-word essay – 
which Elson read 40 books and conducted more than 
300 interviews to complete – addresses perpetually 
tantalizing questions. Under the inside-page title, 
“Theology: Toward a Hidden God,” it‟s posted online: 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,83
5309,00.html
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SUNDAY SERVICES and CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS, 10:30 a.m. weekly 

POTLUCK first Sundays following service 
 

INFO CHANNELS— 
 HUU website, huuweb.org.  

 Unitarian Universalist Association: www.uua.org  

 HUU Review: Published quarterly. Winter issue tentative deadline: Jan. 3, 2010. Submit items to Chris Edwards, ed-
wards.chris@comcast.net; (540)434-0457. 

 Weekly e-news: Submit items by Wednesday morning to Meredith Moore, office administrator, office@HUUweb.org.  

 Announcements: To send a brief, church-related announcement to all HUU members and friends, email huu-
announcements@huuweb.org 

 Sunday Orders of Service: Submit information to Pat Geary, webmaster, 433-1040; pat@HUUweb.org, by Thursday noon.  

 Online Community Café: http://HUUweb.org/community-cafe/  

 For any HUU online-related questions: contact Pat Geary, webmaster, 433-1040; Pat@HUUweb.org. 

HUU Calendar  
 Events not otherwise indicated take place at the church. Services, children’s religious education (while in 
session) and/childcare begin Sundays at 10:30 a.m. Please join us after church for a potluck meal the first 
Sunday of each month. Everything listed here is subject to change! – for updates, see the weekly Order of 
Service, e-news and/or HUUweb.org. For inclement-weather closings, check WHSV-TV, WSVA (550 AM), 
http://www.whsv.com/closings and/or http://HUUweb.org/ 
 
Sunday, Oct. 4: 

 “Association Sunday” will be presented, featuring a report on the UU General Assembly.  

 Potluck. . .and HUU nursery “shower,” following service. 
Sunday, Oct. 11:  
 The Rev. Emma Chattin will present “Marching on the Side of Love” (in support of Equality March on Washington). 
Sunday, Oct. 18: Dr. Ken Nafziger will present “Singing Our Tradition.” 
Sunday, Oct. 25: Michele O‟Connor and David Lane will present a Coyote service. 
 
Sunday, Nov. 1:  

 Chris Edwards will present “So It Goes.” 

 Potluck following service. 
Tuesday, Nov. 3: Election Day (local and state, including Virginia Governor).  
Sunday, Nov. 8: The Rev. Kirk Ballin will present a service. 
Saturday, Nov. 14: Congregational retreat, 9am to 4pm at HUU. The retreat will be led by Annette Marquis, 
Executive Director of the Thomas Jefferson District of the Unitarian Universalist Association. 
Sunday, Nov. 15: Annette Marquis will present a service.  
Sunday, Nov. 22: Bernie Mathes will present a service on the work of the UU Service Committee.  
Sunday, Nov. 29: Judith Hollowood will lead a service, “Spiritual Journeys.”  
 
Sunday, Dec. 6:  

 Jennifer Connerley will present a service.  

 Potluck following service. 
Sunday, Dec. 13: The Rev. Bob Hughes will present a service.  
Sunday, Dec. 20: Holly Labbe will lead an intergenerational service. 
Thursday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve  
Sunday, Dec. 27: Service to be announced. 
 
November 13-14; TJD Lay Pastoral Care Workshop, Williamsburg, VA UU 
November 29 - December 5: UUA Economic Justice Week 
 
 

http://huuweb.org/
http://huuweb.org/
http://www.uua.org/
mailto:edwards.chris@comcast.net
mailto:edwards.chris@comcast.net
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/46130F6A0005FDD10000630722165662769C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=office%40HUUweb%2Eorg&sid=c0
mailto:huu-announcements@huuweb.org
mailto:huu-announcements@huuweb.org
mailto:pat@HUUweb.org
http://huuweb.org/community-cafe/
mailto:Pat@HUUweb.org
http://www.whsv.com/closings
http://huuweb.org/
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OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 
Meredith Moore .  .  . . . . (540)867-0073                        
           office@HUUweb.org 

SHARED MINISTRY TEAM: 
Bernie Mathes, Jim Hollowood,  
Sarah Cheverton:  
      shared-ministry@huuweb.org 

BOARD MEMBERS:  
Kevin Caran . . . . . . . . . . .434-6314 
       kevin@huuweb.org 
Lincoln Gray. . . . . . . . . . .433-3424 
       lincoln@huuweb.org 
Ralph Grove (TREAS.). . .433-1323 
       ralph@huuweb.org 
Mary Hahn. . . . . . . . . . . . .833-5156 
       mary@huuweb.org 
Judith Hollowood.  . .  .  . 434-4126 
       judith@huuweb.org  
Holly Labbe . .... .. . . . . . 828-3417 
       holly@huuweb.org 
Eric LaFreniére . . . . . . . . 574-3122 
       AtomicDsyn@aol.com 

      Email all board: 
                               Board@HUUweb.org 

HUU MEETS & CONTACTS: (Note, meeting 
times are subject to changes—check ahead.) 
Board: 2

nd
 Sundays, 12:15 pm  

Building & Grounds: Meets as needed; co-
chairs, Merle Wenger:432-1383; 
mrfurn@msn.com; Thad Christophel, 908-
9103; taddeo22801@yahoo.com.  
Campus Ministry (JMU): Contact Kevin 
Caran, 434-6314, kevin@huuweb.org 
Caring Committee: Noel Levan and 
Elizabeth Scott, caring@huuweb.org 
Communications: 434-0457, chair, Robin 
McNallie 
Children’s religious education (CYCORE): 
Julie Caran, Director of Children‟s Religious 
Education, 434-6314; huudcre@gmail.com.  
Holly Labbe,  committee chair, 828-3417, 
holly@huuweb.org. 
Fellowship Coordinator: Mary Hahn, 833-
5156; Mary@huuweb.org (Mary‟s goal: 
“making fun things happen”).  
Finance: Chair, Jim Hollowood, 434-4126; 
jhollowood@gmail.com 
Membership: Contact Eric LaFreniére, 574-
3122, AtomicDsyn@aol.com 
Red Tent: Women‟s book group meets first 
Saturdays; contact Mary Hahn, 833-5156  
Social Justice: Chair, Mary Hahn, 833-5156; 
Mary@huuweb.org. Meets 3

rd
 Sundays, 

noon, at church.  
Sunday Services: 3

rd
 Sunday, 12:15 pm, 

chair, Bernie Mathes, 433-3424; 
mathes@rice.edu 

THE “HUU REVIEW” TEAM: 
Chris Edwards (editor), Pat Geary, Deb 
Stevens-Fitzgerald, Norm Lawson, Bernie 
Mathes, Robin McNallie 

 

Want to keep receiving print copies of 
this newsletter? LET US KNOW!!!  
FINAL NOTICE: To keep you on the “HUU Review” mailing list, 
we must have your answer by Jan. 1, 2010. 

If you want to continue receiving print copies, please “opt in” 
by (1) putting a check beside your name on the sheet posted 
on the church kitchen bulletin board, or (2) contacting Chris 
Edwards, editor, 540-434-0457, edwards.chris@comcast.net, to 
say “YES” – before year’s end. Please give your full name (as 
it appears on the label).  

If you DON’T want to continue receiving print copies, you don’t 
need to do anything. Thanks!!  

(Note: Anyone with Internet access may download the “HUU 
Review.” See huuweb.org.) 

 

 

  

Harrisonburg Unitarian Universalists 
4101 Rawley Pike 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
(Return service requested) 
 

 

 

Q: What is the difference between Universalists 
and Unitarians? 

A: Universalists believe God is too good to send 
anyone to Hell. Unitarians believe they are too 
good to go there.  

(joke told in a service by the Rev. Robert Hughes) 

 

http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/46130F6A0005FDD10000630722165662769C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=office%40HUUweb%2Eorg&sid=c0
mailto:lincoln@huuweb.org
mailto:ralph@huuweb.org
mailto:mary@huuweb.org
mailto:judith@huuweb.org
mailto:holly@huuweb.org
mailto:Board@HUUweb.org
mailto:mrfurn@msn.com
mailto:taddeo22801@yahoo.com
mailto:kevin@huuweb.org
mailto:caring@huuweb.org
mailto:holly@huuweb.org
mailto:Mary@huuweb.org
mailto:jhollowood@gmail.com
mailto:Mary@huuweb.org
mailto:mathes@rice.edu
mailto:edwards.chris@comcast.net

