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Shared Ministry Team: Jim Hollowood, Sarah Cheverton, Bernie Mathes (see page 6) . . . 
Our home, spruced up, at age 100 (details: page 6)  

 

     
 

Transitions. . .Left to right: Welcome to new Director of Children‘s Religious Education Julie Caran (appointed 

starting July 1), and new board members Kevin Caran and Eric LaFreniére (elected in May in the annual congregational 
meeting). Linda Royster and Jim Tibbetts have left the board; we thank them for their service. In other congregational 
meeting highlights, we re-elected treasurer Ralph Grove, who reported a 7% increase in pledges. The board appointed 
Jim Hollowood as assistant treasurer. An ad-hoc committee of Holly Labbe, Bernie Mathes, Chris Spiller and Carol 
Quintero had screened several applicants for the DCRE position. We also welcome our new hire for the nursery: Kirsten 
"Pax" Helferstay. New committee chairs are emerging (note the lists on our back page), and the board will grow its  
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understanding of how we accomplish the work of the congregation. We are also investigating the Safe Congregations 
certification for the HUU community.  

*************************************** 
 

Childrenõs Religious Education  

 As I begin my work as the new Director of Children‘s 
Religious Education at HUU, I am excited to see the 
great energy coming out of our congregation.  From all 
of the landscaping and buildings and grounds work that 
is making our church more welcoming, to the 
participation of all ages in family-friendly events like the 
June 27 cookout, it is great to see everyone enjoying 
one another‘s company and putting so much love into 
the work of our fellowship. 
 You will notice some changes in the way the RE 
program functions this year.  This newsletter article is 
one of those changes.  I hope to stay connected with the 
congregation and communicate to you via once- or 
twice-monthly articles in the e-news and order of service, 
so you know what is going on ―behind the scenes‖ in RE.  
I will also be holding ―office hours‖ on Tuesday evenings 
during the school year, so that you‘ll know when and 
where to catch me with questions.  Other changes are 
curricular.  We will be using UUA curricula and are 
considering the installation of a team-teaching approach 
to Sunday morning religious education. In addition, this 
year the nursery experience for 0 to 4 year olds will go 
beyond babysitting, as our youngest members have a 
chance to experience age appropriate religious 
education lessons.   
 In June, Holly Labbe and I were busy receiving 
applications and interviewing candidates for the nursery 
position.  We met incredibly talented and qualified 
individuals, and are excited to introduce Pax Helferstay 
as the new nursery provider at HUU.  Pax is a rising 
sophomore at James Madison University.  She is a 
member of the UU campus group, Bring Your Own 
Spirituality (BYOS), and has a great deal of experience 
working with young children.  Pax currently works at 
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Day Care.   
 Some HUU parents met before the June 27 cookout 
to discuss expectations for their children‘s religious 
education experience. I presented a questionnaire to 
parents and separately interviewed children. If you were 
unable to attend, please visit the RE web page at 
http://huuweb.org/kidsre.htm to access the adult and kid 
questionnaires and see the meeting agenda.  If you are 
interested in finding out more about the discussion, 
please contact me, Julie Caran, at 434-6314 or talk with 
me after church.  Anyone interested in Children‘s RE is 
welcome to complete the adult questionnaire.  Parents 
and guardians, please help me by posing the kid 
questionnaire questions to your children (if age 
appropriate) and relaying the results to me in person or 
at huudcre@gmail.com.   
 July will be busy as I continue to gather information 
from families and finalize curricula for the school year.  
Brochures and registration forms will be available in 
August.  Also this summer, CYCORE is experiencing 

rejuvenation as it welcomes new committee members.  
Let me know if you‘re interested in joining us!   

Mark your calendar: 
Aug. 23 – Bring ―My Questions‖ portion of the kid 
questionnaire posted on-line.  If you‘re unable to attend, 
please send questions to Julie by email before Aug. 23.  
We‘ll be creating a banner with the questions collected.  
Aug. 30 – Intergenerational Service – ―Questions from 
the Children‖ – this is what the kids have been waiting 
for!  The service will center on the children‘s collected 
questions, with adults helping to provide some answers. 
Sept.13 – Water Ceremony and Child Dedication 
(intergenerational) 
Oct. 11 – March on Washington for LGBT rights. Some 
HUU families plan to attend with their children -- caravan 
to DC and let the kids experience this form of social 
action first hand. Interested? Contact Julie or Holly. 

Announcements: 

Summer Sunday Morning Volunteers Needed: In 
working toward becoming a Safe Congregation for all 
ages, the church must have at least one adult volunteer 
working with Tabatha and the ―big kids‖ each Sunday.  
Julie and/or teaching teams will serve as Sunday-
morning adults from Aug.23, 2009-May 31, 2010, but we 
need volunteers for summer Sundays until then.  A sign 
up sheet is circulating. You may also contact Julie 
Caran, huudcre@gmail.com or 434-6314, to volunteer.    

Are you interested in having more intergenerational 
summer socials like the cook-out in June?  We would 
like to schedule some kid-friendly socials, but need your 
help!  Some ideas include: 

¶ potluck followed by drama and dance games for kids 
or all ages 

¶ pool party 

¶ a meal and a service project for all ages 

¶ music night (either concert-going, or have live 
musicians perform/work w/ kids) 

¶ science experiments or nature hike 

¶ group outing to JMU planetarium and/or an evening 
at the Stokesville Observatory 

  Could you step up and help organize one of these 
events, or do you have another idea?  Please contact 
Julie Caran at huudcre@gmail.com if you can help! 
 

Thanks! -- Julie Caran 
Director of Childrenôs Religious Education (July 6, 2009) 

 
Note: Julie Goldman Caran, an active HUU member 
since 2004, previously served as Acting Director of 
Religious Education at First Unitarian Church of 
Richmond, working with about 180 children and 500 
adults. A 1999 graduate of Hollins University, Julie 
earned a Masterôs in English from JMU in 2005.  

http://huuweb.org/kidsre.htm
mailto:huudcre@gmail.com
mailto:huudcre@gmail.com
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Gleanings from General Assembly  

 

uFIVE MEMBERS OF HUU attended the 48
th
 annual 

UUA General Assembly that was held June 24-28, 
2009 at the Salt Palace in Salt Lake City, Utah. Rich 
Sider and I attended as HUU delegates while Martha 
Sider, David Lane and Grayson Sless attended as 
representatives. The following are only my singular 
reflections and comments. Since this was my first GA, 
my able colleagues will need to address comparisons 
with prior years. Please feel free to engage any of us in 
conversation about GA and an exploration of details. 
 As luck would have it, my seat mate on the flight to 
Salt Lake City was a UU from Ashville, NC who was also 
a campaign worker for Peter Morales. We discussed – 
rather, he spoke and I listened – re Peter v Laurel 
Hallman, the other UUA presidential candidate. This was 
the first of what I estimate was about six hours of 
collective discussion with many people about the next 
UUA president. I had no idea that this GA was such a 
political gathering. In any case, I voted my best judgment 
since the HUU congregation did not instruct how 
delegates should vote. I was one of the approximate 
2,000 who voted for Peter Morales, vs. the 1,400 who 
voted for Laurel Hallman. Is this good? Only Rich Sider 
can tell us.   
 My first work session was ―Small Congregations: The 
Joys and Challenges of Being Small.‖ A collective, 
somewhat free floating assumption is that large 
congregations are 500 or more and that small are 150 or 
less; the rest are by some definition mid sized. It is also 
said that about 60% of all UUA members are small 
congregations. This session, led by Karen Brammer of 
the UUA and Ellen Germann-Melosh of the Northern 
New England District, was a bit UUA self serving. They 
were asking for as much or more information than they 
were providing. Moving along – the collective attendees 
of 50 – 100 member congregations noted that the four 
major issues were: 1) sorting out how to have a part-time 
minister, or not; 2) how to arrange and sustain a decent 
RE program; 3) how to cope with too few people for too 
many jobs and 3) how to deal with many people doing 
things on their own in name of the church. 
 On Saturday eve, after announcement of new 
president Morales, I had rare opportunity to discuss with 
a recently settled UU minister and a UU divinity student 
the path to calling and leading a church. It is long and 
difficult. Bless them all who take this path in this day and 
age. Some of what I learned is this: We, HUU, could 
have a student minister for about $1,000 per month plus 
room and board and a few extras. We have much of this 
already in our finances. Think of it as our ability to 
provide great training for potential UU ministers in 
context of the rich Harrisonburg intercultural and 
interfaith activities, plus the rich JMU campus-based 
ministry activities that we have. Of course, we would 
need to arrange and perhaps compensate for the 

student minister‘s weekly mentoring by a UU minister in 
good standing, and not too physically distant from HUU.  
 In other workshops I attended:  
 ―Governance: Lighting the Leadership Chalice‖ was a 
weak session, disorganized and light on content. One 
important note, however, was that small churches ought 
to think about being adopted by larger churches. For 
example, HUU could ask the Charlottesville church to 
adopt us and provide tutoring and assistance as to 
worship, fellowship and social justice leadership, and 
ongoing review and comment on our governance 
processes. Very few in the audience spoke to being 
adopted, but those who did seem to find it very useful.    
 David Korten‘s presentation, ―Agenda for a New 
Economy – Changing our Economic Story,‖ was a great 
presentation; something that all at HUU should hear and 
discuss. In December of this year there will be actions 
toward economic justice via UUA economic justice 
group. More below. 
 A workshop on marketing ideas, by Valerie Holton of 
the UUA and Kathy Porter of the Milwaukee UU church, 
was excellent -- the most well prepared and smoothly 
offered session I attended. It spoke to a wide range of 
marketing activities that HUU could and perhaps should 
adopt. One suggestion was that it‘s reasonably easy to 
identify those who would most likely become UUs – the 
population that listens to NPR, subscribes to The 
Smithsonian and/or belongs to the Sierra Club. The 
workshop included many tactics for addressing these 
potential new members, and what to do when they 
walked in the door. THE NEWS – as offered by the 
presenters and affirmed by a large part of the audience: 
something between 70% and 85% of all new UU 
members come from personal contact with present UU 
members. As said, if you want to grow your church, look 
to yourself first. Marketing, web sites and other activities 
are good, and necessary, but bottom line: it is personal 
contacts that grow the church. 
 Spending time at the UUA bookstore and in the 
vendor/presentation area provided me with information 
about the UUA‘s many associated organizations -- free 
standing, independent nonprofit operations coordinating 
activities with the UUA. They include the UU Service 
Committee (UUSC), Unitarian Universalists for a Just 
Economic Community (UUJEC), Unitarian Universalist 
Ministry for Earth (UUMFE), Diverse and Revolutionary 
Unitarian Universalist Multicultural Ministries (DRUUM), 
The Church of the Larger Fellowship (CLF) and many 
others. Please note that both individuals and UU 
churches can become members of these organizations. 
Of all that I saw and heard, and this is very judgmental, 
the seeming most active organizations for the coming 
year are the UUSC, the UUMFE and the UUJEC. We at 
HUU may want to explore becoming church members of 
these organizations and pursue their larger agendas as 
part of our own social justice activities.    
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 Saving the large for last, I spent nine hours over two 
days attending the Governance track at the ―UU 
University.‖ (Grayson also attended Governance, while 
Rich Sider attended Stewardship and David Lane and 
Martha Sider attended the Theology track.) The content 
of the sessions focused on what is called policy-based 
governance that is being adopted and implemented by a 
number of congregations. There will be much more said 
about policy-based governance in the near future, For 
now, a quick review of its nine principles, in very 
abbreviated form, should suffice: 
 1) Boards govern on behalf of the congregation, and 
must be in constant, deliberate communication with the 
church members; 2) boards should speak with a single 
collective voice after fair deliberation; 3) governance is 
primarily through clear, transparent well-documented 
policies; and the board tends to policies associated with 
ends, executive leadership and process; 4) boards 
should delegate exclusively to the executive leadership 
(ministers, administrative teams, committee heads); 5) 
distinguish ends from means, with the board focused on 
the ends and others on the means; 6) control is through 
executive limitations (for example: the budget will always 
be balanced by the executive team); 7) policies should 
be developed in a coordinated and integrated manner, 
nesting one within the other as needed; 8) boards should 
monitor the meeting of ends on a regular basis with 
adjusting actions being taken annually at minimum and 
9) board members must commit to a collective board 
discipline focused on its own work, not that of the others 
– keep eye on big picture and remain distant from the 
details.  
 My personal views follow; use with caution. As with 
all tools for planning, management and decision-making, 
there is always much discussion about how well it works 
overall, how well it works in small churches and most 
importantly how well does, or will it work in MY church, in 
HUU. While policy-governance comes with both 
structure and details of weight, and with the request for 
much hard work, one can use the tool selectively, 
pragmatically. And one can ―borrow‖ many detailed 
policies and directives for action from other churches 
well along in their implementation of policy-governance.       
 NOTE – The UUA had a large ‗Love‘ banner hanging 
on the entrance to the Salt Palace. And on Saturday 
night, we experienced a powerful, brief storm - a micro 
burst - that ripped the banner full and fair. The UUA cut 
up the remains of the banner and handed them out. 
HUU now has an 8 x 8 piece of that banner to frame and 
hang as a memento of GA 2009.  
 There is much to discuss. 

-- Warm regards, 
Jim Hollowood 

 

u THIS YEARôS UU GENERAL ASSEMBLY provided 

an opportunity for Rich and me to bring together our 
three UU worlds.  We met one evening for appetizers 
with members of the UU Congregation of Fairfax, where 
Rich is on staff, then went to dinner with David, Grayson 

and Jim from HUU before checking in at a party for Peter 
Morales supporters (our connection described below).  It 
was good to sense that indeed we can belong in each of 
these groups. 
 This ‗GA‖ was particularly charged with excitement 
because of the intense campaigns for the presidency of 
the Association, and we unabashedly joined the Peter 
Morales campaign.  Peter was the senior minister of 
Jefferson Unitarian Church in Colorado while we were 
members there, and is a good friend.  We know him as a 
leader and as a man of humility, integrity and great 
passion for UUism and his belief that it is ―a religion for 
our time.‖  The JUC people welcomed us back into their 
circle of enthusiasm and energy and we felt fortunate to 
be a part of the election efforts.  A special memory for 
me is of all of us singing ―Come, Come, Whoever You 
Are‖ while holding hands and awaiting the election 
results. 
 This was the first time I have attended GA, and I 
found myself thinking every UU should have the 
opportunity to attend at least once in their lifetime. I felt 
privileged to be able to experience the sense of 
affirmation that comes by realizing there are so many 
others who share our values and principles. I was 
impressed by the depth and diversity of talent in the 
organization and that there are people who have the 
vision to pull it all together and make it available to us 
every year.   
 I sat in on an interesting plenary session where the 
Draft Statement of Conscience on Peacemaking was 
debated, and attended a worship service and the Ware 
Lecture titled ―Faith and Reason: Race, Justice, and 
American Political Life.‖  I also attended 3 workshops:  
―A Deep Pool: Leadership and Organic Congregational 
Growth,‖  ―The Perversity of Diversity‖ and ―Agenda for a 
New Economy‖-Changing Our Economic Story.‖    
Each of these provided something of interest, however, 
the highlight of my GA experience was the UU University 
course, ―Theology for a Secular Age,‖ presented by 
Galen Guengerich, senior minister of All Souls UU in 
NYC.  Though I am normally a person with a short 
attention span, I was enrapt for the entire 8 hours of this 
multimedia presentation.  I found it to be a very 
encouraging and inspiring insight into how our beliefs 
can indeed be transformative in our congregations and 
in our world.  I am exploring the possibility of purchasing 
a DVD of this course and would love to share it with 
anyone who has interest. 

-- Martha Sider 
 

uI. Small congregations featured: The particular 

issues that small congregations face were addressed 
this year far more substantially than at any of the other 
GA‘s I‘ve attended.  In fact, a series of five workshops 
tailored specifically to the needs of small congregations 
were scheduled at Salt Lake.  I was able to attend four of 
these sessions and found each one of them challenging 
and useful.  A few of the ―Ah Ha‘s‖ that I took away from 
these workshops follow below. 
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Leadership For Vitality -- To keep from becoming 
stagnant or irrelevant, congregational leaders need to 
ask themselves whether they are ―leaders‖ or 
―managers.‖ 
Á Managers and leaders solve problems differently.  

Managers are interested in technical solutions.  
They focus on money, time, materials, etc. to 
achieve short-term efficiencies.  Leaders are 
interested in transformational solutions.  They focus 
on changing the organization itself to address long-
term needs. 

Á Managers work in the system.  Leaders work on the 
system.  Both are needed in healthy congregations. 

Responding To Change -- Change is often difficult to 
handle because of the anxiety it produces. 
Á The easy ways to avoid anxiety (denial, blame, 

triangulation) are almost always counterproductive 
(and especially in small congregations). 

Á In responding to change, the key issue is the 
amount of anxiety and uncertainty that decision-
makers can rationally tolerate (quick responses to 
dissatisfactions and disagreements usually make 
things worse). 

Conflict As An Entry Point For Positive Change -- Some 
level of conflict occurs in congregations (both large and 
small) at all times! Conflict in small congregations tends 
to make them ―conflict-avoidant.‖ 
Á Creating a ―culture of covenant‖ is the key to making 

conflict work for (rather than in opposition to) a 
congregation‘s best interests. 

Á Covenants reduce anxiety and uncertainty by 
clarifying expectations for behavior in general and 
for communication in particular. 

Growing Small Congregations  
Á Increase community visibility. 
Á Communicate a clear UU identity. 
Á Empower committees to do the congregation‘s work 

(let boards focus on vision, mission, and direction). 
Á Use outside facilitators for ―hard conversations.‖ 
Á Address conflict by building trust, shared ministry, 

and vision. 
 
II. A Theology Sampler: The very best ses-
sion/workshop/lecture/panel I EVER attended during a 
UU General Assembly actually took place at Salt Lake 
this year! UU University‘s Theology Track, entitled 
―Theology for a Secular Age‖ left virtually everyone in 
attendance either speechless, profoundly moved, or 
actually in tears.  Can Unitarian Universalism be defined 
not by what it rejects, but by what it affirms?  In this 
eight-hour long, intensive theological investigation, 
Galen Guengerich (Senior Minister at All Souls Unitarian 
Church in New York City) answered that question with a 
resounding and convincing, ―Yes!‖ 
 Below follow seven key ideas from his presentation 
that give a sense of the breadth and depth of the 
challenging answer he provided. 
Á Belief in supernatural revelation meant that every 

religion had it s own set of facts, miraculously 
delivered from on high.  In the modern world, none 
of us are entitled to our own set of facts.  The main 

function of religious faith is not to affirm that certain 
facts are true.  Rather it is to develop a life of 
meaning and purpose in the light of what we know.  
In so doing, faith transforms our character and 
animates our conduct. 

Á Walt Whitman (1850‘s): ―For every atom belongs to 
me as good belongs to you.‖  This is the fundamen-
tal fact of all existence: we are constituted by 
relationships. 

Á A God that children of the Enlightenment can believe 
in can‘t save a favored believer or clear a parking 
spot when it rains.  Consciousness and choice enter 
the divine picture only through us—through our 
consciousness and our choices (thus, to say that we 
are the presence of God in this world is not a 
metaphor). 

Á The first principle of the universe is utter 
dependence: we are constituted by our relation-
ships.  The most profound human error—the 
fundamental human sin—is to live as though we‘re 
not dependent, but rather self-reliant and self-
sufficient. 

Á Faith is a leap of the moral imagination that 
connects the world as it is to the world as it might 
become.  Faith needs an external means of support: 
stories to restore our courage, symbols to remind us 
of commitments we have made, and daily rituals to 
renew our resolve.  Religion is the collection of 
external forms we use to carry our faith along from 
day to day and generation to generation. 

Á The religious experience of utter dependence is two-
fold: a realization and a response.  Realization: we 
grasp how insignificant, fleeting, and needy we are, 
and how profoundly we are connected to everything 
that is.  Response: gratitude—the defining element 
of our faith (Judaism is defined by obedience, 
Christianity by love, Islam by submission, Unitarian 
Universalism by gratitude). 

Á The fundamental insight of the ethic of gratitude: I 
am constituted by—made up of—the world I inhabit.  
Thus, I am responsible to nurture the people and 
world upon whom I wholly depend.  To say I am 
dependent on something means that it constitutes a 
part of my world, and therefore constitutes a part of 
me. 

--David Lane 
 

uMore about GA: 

A highlight of G.A. was the launching of the ñStanding 
on the Side of Loveò campaign. Here is a link to the 
stirring video which tells it all: 
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1272/t/9576/signUp
.jsp?key=4362 

The next two UU ñGAôsò will be: 
June 23-27, 2010; Minneapolis, MN 

June 22-26, 2011; Charlotte, NC 

Look for more GA 2009 remembrances in the Oct. 4 

Sunday service and the Fall newsletter.  

http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1272/t/9576/signUp.jsp?key=4362
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1272/t/9576/signUp.jsp?key=4362
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Shared Ministry Team Report 

 In early spring of this year, the Shared Ministry Team 
(Jim Hollowood, Bernie Mathes and Sarah Cheverton) 
began its work to ―support and strengthen the ministry 
efforts of HUU members, committees, and the Board 
itself‖ (see the previous issue of the HUU Newsletter or 
the HUU website for more about the SMT and its 
purpose). The following is a summary of activities and 
outcomes: 

¶ Met with two of HUU‘s regular guest ministers for 
advice and insights. 

¶ Met with HUU Board to confirm charge and discuss 
initial plans. 

¶ Met with all of the Committee Chairs on May 3 to 
identify needs and ways in which we could assist 
them; plan to meet with the group at least twice 
during the year (next meeting is tentatively sche-
duled for 9/6). 

¶ Reconstituted the Caring Circle with new members 
Elizabeth Scott and Noel Levan. 

¶ Facilitated the creation of a Communications Task 
Force (Chris Spiller, David Lane, Chris Edwards, 
Robin McNallie, Bernie Mathes) to examine options 
and make recommendations related to advertising 
HUU to the larger Harrisonburg community. 

¶ Assisted the Membership Committee in recruiting 
new members. The Committee now includes Eric La 
Freniére, David Lane, Judith Hollowood, and Beryl 
Lawson. 

¶ Arranged for Annette Marquis, District Executive for 
the Thomas Jefferson District of the UUA, to 
facilitate a congregational retreat on 11/15/09 and 
provide the sermon/talk at the next day‘s service. 

¶ One or more members have attended or will attend a 
variety of regional and national UUA events; are 
inviting other members to also attend. 

To contact the Shared Ministry Team, send an email to 
shared-ministry@huuweb.org or contact Sarah.  

                                                   ï Sarah Cheverton 

HUUõs Home, at Age 100 
 If you have not visited our church recently you may 
be surprised at some of the changes. With work 
complete on the public water main through the property, 
we now have new landscaping and a nice new sign. 
Meanwhile, the parking lot has been made much larger, 
and graveled. Thanks go to the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee; to lots of volunteers who planned, planted, 
mulched, raked, seeded, and are watering our new 
landscaping; and to sign-maker Eric LaFreniére. The 
work has been without a doubt the largest capital 
improvement project at HUU since we built the RE 
building. Thanks also to all those who have donated 
faithfully over the years to make this possible. See 
photos at http://huuweb.org/huu-building-
improvements.html.  

 Constructed in 1909, our building served as the Dale 
Enterprise School until 1963. Its centennial was marked 
by a gathering of more than 100 alumni and faculty 
(including a 106-year-old teacher) on July 18, and by our 
Sunday service, organized by Chris Edwards, July 19. 
On Sunday, in front of Channel 3 News cameras, two 
alumni/guests, brothers Dan and Eldon Bowman, shared 
memories of their school days from the late 1940s and 
early ‗50s. These included walks to the store across the 
street to buy candy bars; a teacher/pastor‘s controversial 
―hellfire‖ preaching; and ―cabins‖ – small lean-to‘s behind 
the playground which were domains of cliques. We 
heard the harrowing tale of the time Dan Bowman‘s feet 
crashed through the ceiling directly over what is now our 
pulpit! (Dan became a piano-tuner, and has worked with 
our piano.) Another guest at the service, Rockingham 
County school historian Dale McAllister, shared the 
broader historical picture. (Q: What does Dale Enterprise 
have in common with Pompeii? A: Each once sat 
beneath a volcano. Those were Vesuvius . . .and Mole 
Hill.) For more history: http://huuweb.org/history.html.  
  

Lucy Dambekalns (1915-2009) 

 Lucy Brooke Clarke Dambekalns, a charter member 
of our congregation, died on May 24, 2009, at aged 93. 
Born in Culpeper, Lucy completed student teaching in 
1936 at the Dale Enterprise School (now our HUU 
home) while attending Madison College (now JMU). 
Following her career as a Library of Congress librarian, 
she and her late husband retired to their farm near 
Timberville.  
 Lucy lived most of her last two years with daughter 
Lydia Dambekalns, who hosted a celebration of her life 
at the farm.  
 Friends remember Lucy for her funny stories (and for 
the funny, wise reflections on life told by Buster, the dog, 
in venues including this newsletter). The Rev. Wade 
Wheelock, whose family first met Lucy 30 years ago, 
recalls ―the time she showed up to one of my son‘s 
space-themed birthday parties dressed up as Haley‘s 
comet (with a colander on her head and a silvery cape 
flowing from her shoulders) . . . She was such a liberal 
and caring spirit, with wide interests, and involvement in 
just about everything worthwhile happening from 
Timberville to Harrisonburg.‖  We miss her!   
 

Wheel Of Life  a  

Glen Hollowood, Jim and Judith's 27-year-old son, had 
heart surgery on July 10 and is recovering, faster than 
you'd think possible, at his parents' home. 

Emily Gray, daughter of Bernie Mathes and Lincoln 
Gray, married Greg Collins on July 4 in Lutsen, MN on 
the northern shores of Lake Superior. Emily is 
completing a PhD in economics, and Greg is a post-

mailto:shared-ministry@huuweb.org
http://huuweb.org/huu-building-improvements.html
http://huuweb.org/huu-building-improvements.html
http://huuweb.org/history.html
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doctoral fellow in behavioral pharmacology, both at the 
University of Michigan. After a honeymoon to the 
Galapagos Islands and to an eco-lodge in the Amazon, 
they will return to their house in Ann Arbor and all of the 
home improvements that await them. 

John P. Helsley, Sr., father of Pam Helsley and "father-
in-law" of Sarah Cheverton, died on June 24. 

Benjamin Albert McNett greeted this world on May 13, 
2009, with proud parents Edward McNett and Maggie 
Roth, of Staunton. Ben is the grandson of three HUU 
members: Chris Edwards, Robin McNallie, and the late 
Al McNett. . .The family‘s joyful news was followed by 
sadness when Chris‘s nephew, Israel ―Ted‖ Keppel, of 
Albuquerque, died from heart failure on May 17.  

Emmy Rhizal, five-year-old daughter of Deb and Ross 
and sister to Maris, had an eye injury from a stick on July 
13. After state-of-the-art surgery at UVA, she is home, 
sporting fancy goggles, and doing well. Everyone hopes 
that more surgery will not be necessary. 

 
-- Bernie Mathes 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

* Ross, Deb, Emma Day (Emmy)  
and Maris Rhizal 

Occupation: Deb: Wellness Coach, Pregnancy Coach. 
Outreach Coordinator for Friendly City Food Co-op, retail 
at Kate's Natural Products.  Ross: Dad 
Hobbies/interests: Deb: Parenting, casual sports, 
flowers.  Ross: spirituality and the nature of divinity, 
metaphysics, law of attraction, universal abundance, 
applied kinesiology.   
Things you like:  We enjoy hiking; skies, mountains, 
and streams.  Our garden.  Traveling!  Beautiful and 
whole food.   
Things you donôt like: Guilt and Gloom.   
What brought you to HUU? We would like to be part of 
a community of people who share life and know one 
another through the years and who emphasize the value 
of spiritual reflection and growth.   
 

* We also welcome new members Matt and Claire 

Hahn, (who, like the Rhizal family, joined HUU on May 
10), and wish them the best as they settle in Lexington.   
 

 

Notes: ?  

HUU members continue to demonstrate their support for 
Harrisonburg's LGBT community in ways large and 
small.  SVGLA, in turn, extends a special invitation to our 
congregation to join in celebrating the "One Human 
Family" at Harrisonburg‘s  3

rd
 annual ñPride in the 

Parkò picnic, at Hillandale Park Shelters #11 and #12, 

Sunday, July 26, 2009 4pm-8pm. Burgers, chips, drinks, 
and music provided. Friends, family, and pets invited.  

We still have a good size selection of HUU T-shirts 
available for sale. Bright green (cool in summer), they‘re 
great to wear to church functions to show your HUU 
pride. Please see Eric La Freniére to buy yours, and 
while you're at it, why not buy two? One shirt costs $20, 
or 2 for $35, and goes toward fundraising for our church. 

Wade Wheelock and Anne Marsh, old friends of HUU, 
just retired from 16 years‘ co-pastoring the UU Church of 
Canton, NY. Helping form our congregation proved a 
life-changing experience for them: it led to Wade (then a 
JMU Philosophy and Religion prof) and Anne (a UVa. 
librarian) deciding to attend divinity school . . .and to get 
married. The rest, they say, was history. Robin McNallie 
and Chris Edwards, en route to the Adirondacks, were 
able to catch their farewell sermons. Wade and Anne 
plan to stay in Canton while doing some visiting ministry. 
They have fond memories of HUU.  

Carol Quintero, HUU children‘s RE director from Fall 
2005-Spring 2009, now broadcasts from Bridgewater on 
Spanish station WTGD, 105.1 FM. Listen for her voice (y 
comprender sus palabras también?) on local newscasts, 
weekdays at 8:41 am, 12:41 pm and 5:41 pm.  

 

NY UU Pastor Speaks at EMU 
 On June 21, Unitarian Universalist minister and UUA 
Trustee Rosemary Bray McNatt gave the homily at the 
Leipzig Service, the concluding event of the 
Shenandoah Valley Bach Festival, held annually here in 
Harrisonburg at Eastern Mennonite University. Dr. 
McNatt, minister of the Fourth Universalist Church in 
New York City, is a friend and colleague of Ken Nafziger, 
founder and artistic director of the Bach Festival.   
 Dr. McNatt‘s homily began with an account of the 
time she spent at Ground Zero in New York City, 
ministering to the workers who labored in dust and 
debris to recover the lost from the collapse of the World 
Trade Center towers after September 11, 2001. She 
went on to elaborate the theme of the endurance of 
hopefulness regardless of the realities of any given 
desperate moment, and to challenge all of us to live with 
awareness of the power of love. 
 The Leipzig Service thrilled those of us who attended 
it for the first time. Incorporating a Bach cantata, it also 
includes chamber music and community hymn-singing 
(hundreds of voices!). The ―homily‖ is not a brief 
reflection but a full-length sermon – this year, one of 
great power and grace. Though the service lasts nearly 
2 hours, the time seems brief and very meaningful. 

-- Judith Hollowood 
 

A Journey With Robinson Jeffers 
   We took an early walk this morning under a heavy 
overcast sky. The air was pleasantly cool. Our walk took 
us to a recently discovered, though nearby, housing 
development. It had been unknown to us because it  
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lay over a hill on the other side of Port Road from our 
neighborhood. We discovered it recently because it is 
now easily reachable by sidewalk through a new 
undeveloped area. 
     When we reached the top of the hill, we could see the 
mountains, a beautiful rare blue. Before us lay a street of 
houses of relatively recent construction, though old 
enough for the yards to be nicely landscaped. It was 
pleasant to see the varieties of landscaping and the  
tasteful beds of flowers. And I thought how good it is that 
so many young families can now — or could until 
recently — own their own homes. 
     And I thought of something else: what a contrast the 
scene represented to the wild and terrible poetry of 
Robinson Jeffers, which I had been reading about in a 
biography of him earlier this morning. That  
biography, entitled Robinson Jeffers, Poet of California, 
was written by James Karman and copyrighted in 1995. 
This is essentially a review of that book, and is also an 
account of my regard for Jeffers‘ poetry. All quotes are  
from Karman. 
     Jeffers is my favorite poet, and has been since I 
bought a book of his selected poems on a trip to San 
Francisco in 1943. I was in the Navy and was stationed 
at a huge boot camp in the Panhandle of Idaho. I had  
taken a trainload of recently trained sailors to the Naval 
receiving station on Treasure Island in San Francisco 
Bay, and was then looking about that romantic city that I 
was seeing for the first time. 
     The poetry of Robinson Jeffers struck a chord with 
me. He lived and wrote about the rugged and surf-
crashing shore of the California coast and the adjoining 
hills in the Carmel area where he was an early  
settler. I was living in a small house just above 
magnificent Lake Pend Oreille and a short distance from 
a small fishing village outside the Naval base. The base 
had been carved out of the forest on the edge of  
some of the wildest and most remote mountains in the 
lower forty-eight. The lake winds for some forty miles 
between towering Rocky Mountains that come steeply 
down to the lake shore. There were the ruins of an old  
lime kiln on the road leading to my house that reminded 
me of one of Jeffers long narrative poems. 
     I have now been to the Carmel-Monterey Bay area 
many times. I have daughters there. On a trip there in 
June, Pat and I had the pleasure of once again visiting 
Tor House that Jeffers had built out of large stones  
on the Carmel shore in 1919. It was one of the first 
houses there. We climbed the narrow, difficult, secret 
passageway to the top of Hawk Tower that Jeffers built 
out of similar stones with his own hands over a  
period of five years. It rises forty feet and has three 
rooms on different levels. 
     Robinson Jeffers had a hard time finding a publisher. 
So he finally published with his own funds a small 
paperback, on poor paper and too-small print, of his 
fierce and shocking long narrative poem in Tamar  
and Other Poems. It finally came to the attention of 
some prominent writers who praised it in glowing terms. 
     James Rorty, writing in The New York Herald 
Tribune, March 21, 1925, described the ―extraordinary 

virtuosity‖ of Jeffers‘ writing. He called the title poem ―a 
magnificent tour de force ....nothing as good  
of its kind has been written in America.‖ ―California has 
another great writer to place beside John Muir. America 
has a new poet of genius.‖ 
     Mark Van Doren, the writer, poet, and teacher at 
Columbia, wrote in The Nation ―...the neglect of the book 
is decidedly to the discredit of New York criticism, as the 
necessity of its being printed at the author‘s expense is a 
disgrace to American publishing. Few recent volumes of 
any sort have struck me with such force as this one; few 
are as rich with the beauty and strength which belong to 
genius alone.‖ 
     George Sterling, an earlier poet at Carmel, 
commenting on a new volume that was planned that 
would include Tamar and Other Poems, wrote  
that ―those of you who have not read that unforgettable 
poem will now have their chance.‖ He warned, though, 
that Tamar is not for the faint of heart. 
     ―It is the strongest and most dreadful poem that I 
have ever read or heard of, mingling such terror and 
beauty. . . Mr. Jeffers has put everything into his poem, 
and its huge rhythms are those of the very ocean on 
which his tower of granite looks forth.‖ 
     As Karman writes: ―Suddenly Jeffers was famous.‖ 
     Later, though, Jeffers lost, temporarily, the support of 
Van Doren and other friendly poets when he published 
The Women of Point Sur, in which the anti-Christian 
main character engages in incest with his daughter, and 
in which ―several characters are sucked into a whirlpool  
that includes madness, murder, and suicide.‖  ―At any 
rate, the adverse response in no way slowed his career. 
By 1928 Jeffers was well known in both Europe and 
America.‖ 
     Jeffers‘ chiseled, strong, and handsome profile was 
on the cover of TIME magazine, 4 April, 1932. He 
enjoyed a measure of popularity during the balance of 
the 1920s and the 1930s, but then fell from esteem 
when he opposed America‘s entry into World War II. His  
recognition received a boost when, at the request of 
dancer Judith Anderson, he adapted Euripides‘ Greek 
tragedy Medea for the modern stage. It opened on 
Broadway in October 1947, with Anderson in the title 
role. It ran until the following May with 214 successful 
performances. I saw it at a small theater outside of 
Richmond. 
     Jeffers died January 20, 1962. at the age of 75.―His 
children (twin sons) buried the ashes where (his wife) 
Una‘s were buried twelve years before --- beneath a yew 
tree in the courtyard of Tor House.‖ 
                                                                       --Jim Geary 

***************************** 

Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then 
he is not omnipotent. Is he able, but not willing? 
Then he is malevolent. Is he both able and willing? 
Then whence cometh evil? Is he neither able nor 
willing? Then why call him God?  

-Epicurus, Greek philosopher (c. 341-270 BCE)
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SUNDAY SERVICES and CHILDRENôS PROGRAMS, 10:30 a.m. weekly 

POTLUCK first Sundays following service 

 

INFO CHANNELSð 
¶ HUU website, huuweb.org.  

¶ Unitarian Universalist Association: www.uua.org  

¶ HUU Review: Published quarterly. Fall issue tentative deadline: Sept. 27. Submit items to Chris Edwards, ed-
wards.chris@comcast.net; (540)434-0457. 

¶ Weekly e-news: Submit items by Wednesday morning to Meredith Moore, office administrator, office@HUUweb.org.  

¶ Announcements: To send a brief, church-related announcement to all HUU members and friends, email huu-
announcements@huuweb.org 

¶ Sunday Orders of Service: Submit information to Pat Geary, webmaster, 433-1040; pat@HUUweb.org, by Thursday noon.  

¶ Online Community Café: http://HUUweb.org/community-cafe/  

¶ For any HUU online-related questions: contact Pat Geary, webmaster, 433-1040; Pat@HUUweb.org. 

HUU Calendar 6 
 Events not otherwise indicated take place at the church. Services, childrenôs religious education (while in 
session) and/childcare begin Sundays at 10:30 a.m. Please join us after church for a potluck meal the first 
Sunday of each month. Everything listed here is subject to change! ï for updates, see the weekly Order of 
Service, e-news and/or HUUweb.org. For inclement-weather closings, check WHSV-TV, WSVA (550 AM), 
http://www.whsv.com/closings and/or http://HUUweb.org/ 
 
Sunday, July 26:  

¶ Kai Degner, Mayor of Harrisonburg, will present ―Leadership Through Listening.‖  

¶ ―Pride in the Park‖ picnic, at Hillandale Park Shelters #11 and #12, 4pm-8pm. 

Sunday, Aug. 2:  

¶ Judith Hollowood will present ―Psalms.‖ 

¶ Potluck following service, and Community Food Drive. 
Sunday, Aug. 9: The Rev. Kirk Ballin will present a service. 
Sunday, Aug. 16: Ayaskanta Rout will present ―Being Hindu, in India and the Valley.‖ 
Sunday, Aug. 23: Pat Peason will present ―Insight Meditation Bipassana.‖  
Sunday, Aug. 30:  

¶ CYCORE (the children‘s program) will present an intergenerational service. 

¶ Town Hall Meeting following service (a forum for discussion of congregation issues).   

Sunday, Sept. 6:  

¶ Mel Lee will present ―The Labor Movement in Song.‖ 

¶ Potluck following service, and Community Food Drive. 
Sunday, Sept. 13: Ingathering/Water Communion. 
Sunday, Sept. 20: The Rev. Bob Hughes will present a service. 
Sunday, Sept. 27: Blessing of the Animals. 

Sunday, Oct. 4: 

¶ General Assembly report. 

¶ Potluck following service, and Community Food Drive. 
 

National and District UU events:  
October 2-3, 2009; TJD Fall Leadership Workshop, Blacksburg. VA UU. 
October 4; Association Sunday 
October 24; Climate Action 350 
November 13-14; TJD Lay Pastoral Care Workshop, Williamsburg, VA UU 
November 13-14; Annette Marquis weekend at HUU 
November 29 - December 5; Economic Justice Week 
 
 

http://huuweb.org/
http://huuweb.org/
http://www.uua.org/
mailto:edwards.chris@comcast.net
mailto:edwards.chris@comcast.net
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/46130F6A0005FDD10000630722165662769C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=office%40HUUweb%2Eorg&sid=c0
mailto:huu-announcements@huuweb.org
mailto:huu-announcements@huuweb.org
mailto:pat@HUUweb.org
http://huuweb.org/community-cafe/
mailto:Pat@HUUweb.org
http://www.whsv.com/closings
http://huuweb.org/
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OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 
Meredith Moore .  .  . . . . (540)867-0073                        
           office@HUUweb.org 

SHARED MINISTRY TEAM: 
Bernie Mathes, Jim Hollowood,  
Sarah Cheverton:  
      shared-ministry@huuweb.org 

BOARD MEMBERS:  
Kevin Caran . . . . . . . . . . .434-6314 
       kevin@huuweb.org 
Lincoln Gray. . . . . . . . . . .433-3424 
       lincoln@huuweb.org 
Ralph Grove (TREAS.). . .433-1323 
       ralph@huuweb.org 
Mary Hahn. . . . . . . . . . . . .833-5156 
       mary@huuweb.org 
Judith Hollowood.  . .  .  . 434-4126 
       judith@huuweb.org  
Holly Labbe . .... .. . . . . . 828-3417 
       holly@huuweb.org 
Eric LaFreniére . . . . . . . . 574-3122 
       AtomicDsyn@aol.com 

      Email all board: 
                               Board@HUUweb.org 

HUU MEETS & CONTACTS: (Note, meeting 
times are subject to changesðcheck ahead.) 
Board: 2

nd
 Sundays, 12:15 pm  

Building & Grounds: Meets as needed; 
chair, Merle Wenger: 
432-1383; mrfurn@msn.com.  
Campus Ministry (JMU): Contact Kevin 
Caran, 434-6314, kevin@huuweb.org 
Caring Committee: Noel Levan and 
Elizabeth Scott, caring@huuweb.org 
Communications: 434-0457, chair, Robin 
McNallie 
Childrenôs religious education (CYCORE): 
Julie Caran, Director of Children‘s Religious 
Education, 434-6314; huudcre@gmail.com.  
Holly Labbe,  committee chair, 828-3417, 
holly@huuweb.org. 
Fellowship Coordinator: Mary Hahn, 833-
5156; Mary@huuweb.org (a newly-created 
post: ―making fun things happen‖).  
Finance: Chair, Jim Hollowood, 434-4126; 
jhollowood@gmail.com 
Membership: Contact Eric LaFreniére, 574-
3122, AtomicDsyn@aol.com 
Red Tent: Women‘s book group meets first 
Saturdays; contact Mary Hahn, 833-5156  
Social Justice: Chair, Mary Hahn, 833-5156; 
Mary@huuweb.org. Meets 3

rd
 Sundays, 

noon, at church.  
Sunday Services: 3

rd
 Sunday, 12:15 pm, 

chair, Bernie Mathes, 433-3424; 
mathes@rice.edu 

THE ñHUU REVIEWò TEAM: 
Chris Edwards (editor), Pat Geary, Deb 
Stevens-Fitzgerald, Norm Lawson, Bernie 
Mathes, Robin McNallie 

 

Want to keep receiving a print copy of 

this newsletter? LET US KNOW!!!  

We want you to have the hard copy (printed) ñHUU Reviewò if 

you read it, give it to friends, or tape its calendar, quotes or 

jokes to your refrigerator. . .but we donôt want to be anyoneôs 

ñjunk mailò! For a long time there have been names among the 

address list of about 130 whom we donôt recognize. (By the 

way, whoever doesnôt receive a hard copy, but has Internet 

access, can download this newsletter anytime: HUUweb.org.) 

If you DO want to continue receiving hard copies, please ñopt 

inò by (1) checking off your name on a sheet being circulated 

at the church, or (2) contacting Chris Edwards, 540-434-0457, 

edwards.chris@comcast.net, to say ñYES.ò Please give your 

full name (as it appears on the label). To keep you on this 

mailing list, we must hear from you by Jan. 1, 2010. (No need 

to reply if you donôt want to keep receiving it.) Thanks!!  

 

  

Harrisonburg Unitarian Universalists 
4101 Rawley Pike 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

(Return service requested) 
 

 
 

 

There is a crack in everything. 
Thatõs how the light gets in. 

--Leonard Cohen  
(from the song, òAnthemó) 

 
 

http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/46130F6A0005FDD10000630722165662769C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=office%40HUUweb%2Eorg&sid=c0
mailto:lincoln@huuweb.org
mailto:ralph@huuweb.org
mailto:mary@huuweb.org
mailto:judith@huuweb.org
mailto:holly@huuweb.org
mailto:Board@HUUweb.org
mailto:mrfurn@msn.com
mailto:kevin@huuweb.org
mailto:caring@huuweb.org
mailto:holly@huuweb.org
mailto:Mary@huuweb.org
mailto:jhollowood@gmail.com
mailto:Mary@huuweb.org
mailto:mathes@rice.edu
mailto:edwards.chris@comcast.net

