
 

 

 
 

Splinters from the Board

 

 

 

        
 

 

THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT – an HUU “first.” We have more photos on page 7 from among the 

many that Paul Tolar and Carol Quintero contributed of angels, the Holy Family, wise men, shepherds, Herod 

. . . and ducks in the manger. For the entire gallery, see http://huuweb.org/xmas-2007/ 

Thanks to the many people who made the Christmas Pageant a success. The children (Geneva VanWyk, Ada Cole, Lily 
Spiller, Jericho Quintero, Jordan Hahn, Vale Tolar, Ben Hahn, Adam VanWyk, Daniel Quintero, and Wyatt Cole) were 
charming and the adults (Lincoln Gray, Katherine Gray, Jennifer Spiller, Kevin Caran, and Barkley Rosser) were good 
sports. We also thank Jill Rose, from Emerson UU Church in Houston, who wrote the script, casting the Christmas story 
into a UU context. Scott Cole provided the stage and several costumes; Jennifer Spiller costumed the children; Merle 
Wenger transported the stage; and Barbara Moore provided the manger and baby. Lewis Martin, owner of the Harness 
Shop, loaned us the hay.  

– Bernie Mathes (Chair, Sunday Services Committee) 

GUEST MINISTRY: Seeking Feedback  
We are six months into our guest minister program, where one of three guest ministers (Emma Chattin, Bob Hughes, and 
John Irvine) speaks each month. The Sunday Services committee is interested in your thoughts about this program. 
Please let us know what you think of it so far. Members of the committee are Pat Geary, Judith Hollowood, Beryl Lawson, 
Bernie Mathes, Barkley Rosser, and Jennifer Spiller. You may email the entire committee at sunday-
services@huuweb.org.  – Judith Hollowood 

Harrisonburg Unitarian Universalists ~ One Journey, Many Paths ~ Winter (Jan.-March), 2008 

http://huuweb.org/xmas-2007/
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/478246DC0007CDBF0000157522155934149C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=sunday%2Dservices%40huuweb%2Eorg&sid=c0
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/478246DC0007CDBF0000157522155934149C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=sunday%2Dservices%40huuweb%2Eorg&sid=c0
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SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 
 

 

November board meeting:  

 The ad in eightyone was to be updated, with new 
graphics by Eric LaFreniére. (Update: Done!) 

 Caring Circle is now subcommittee of Membership 
Committee 

 Finance and Membership Committees are having 
ongoing discussion of how to define "member"; may 
propose change to bylaws with new definitions 

 UUA district representative will speak to 
congregation in May 

 Lay Ministry Task Force is communicating with 
congregation on what they have learned, so far, and 
will share more detail with the Board 

 Carol Quintero proposed after-school (Shenandoah 
Valley School)-care from 3:15-6 pm, as Spanish 
immersion 

 Board Annual Retreat is scheduled for Jan. 11-13 
 
 
December board meeting: 
At the Board retreat, we plan to to address several 
issues including:  considering of a revision to the bylaws, 
pledging and possible canvassing, the Lay Ministry 
committee and its progress, plus other items in our 
relation to being stewards of the congregation's money 
and dreams. 

 Each committee reports to the Board to indicate 
progress and any problems that may have arisen: 
Membership continues to welcome newcomers and 
plans a New UU workshop (see ―Notes,‖ page 5).  
Sunday Services stays busy working to provide us 
with good services, and plans a survey to ask the 
congregation how we feel about our three visiting 
ministers, who rotate to give us a service once a 
month. (See page 1.) 
Social Justice plans to show films on justice issues 
and to help with emergency sleeping arrangements 
for the homeless during the winter months. (The 
committee will also present our Valentine’s Day 
Sunday service, Feb. 10.)  

 Our next Board meeting will be Feb. 10 at noon.  All 
are always welcome to share concerns and attend 
the meetings. 

--Beryl Lawson 
 

HUU Town Hall Meeting Issues (Nov. 11, 2007)  

1.  Lay ministry: Task force members Bernie Mathes, 
David Lane, Carol Quintero, Kathleen Burke and Julie 
Caran are taking it slow to get clear information. 
(Contrary to talk that had been circulating about a 
specific plan in place, task force and board members 
said no plan had yet been formulated. For reports on the 
task force’s goals, see David’s essay on page 4 and the 
statement that appeared by weekly installments in the 
November and December e-news. The task force will 
present our Sunday service on March 9.) 
2.  Lyrics for Community Sending Forth:  Aesthetics 
Committee will determine best way to make them 
available to all. 
3.  Cleaning: Building and Grounds Committee 
organizes supplies (office administrator Meredith Moore 
should be contacted when supplies are needed).   
Hiring a professional cleaner:  This is planned once 
funds are available. Since it was not budgeted, a special 
collection is being taken to allow for hiring someone to 
clean the church through the current fiscal year. By early 
January, we had collected $640; we need to get up to 
$1,000 earmarked contributions to make that 
commitment. (Please give if you can.) 
4.  Refreshments:  some anxiety over expectations; can 
use buddy system; can opt out. Please label dishes that 
are vegetarian/vegan. 
5.  Membership:  Finance and Membership Committees 
trying to define formal list of members (for level of 
commitment) sent letters saying ―we miss you, are you 
still interested?‖ etc. 
6.  Services:  Do we like the trend of recent services?  
Sunday Services Committee revisits this issue often; will 
survey congregation after we’ve experienced new format 
for a year.  
7.  Miscellaneous issues:  all speakers should use 
microphone. We should also lock and unlock back door; 
lower front windows from top to keep down level of street 
noise; check on hot water heater. CYCORE may start 
scholarship for Shenandoah Valley School (which rents 
our education building) 

--Amy Thompson 
 
 

“Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I’m not concerned about 

that now. I just want to do God’s will. And He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I’ve 

looked over, and I’ve seen the promised land. I may not get there with you, but I want you to 

know tonight that we as a people will get to the promised land…So I’m happy tonight. I’m not 

worried about anything. I’m not fearing any man.” -- The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., speaking 

in Memphis on April 3, 1968… the night before his assassination. 
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Report on Children’s “R.E.”  
by Carol Quintero, Director of Religious Education
 This winter we have taken a break from our Native 
American lessons to focus on the holidays. We talked 
about Hanukah and I ordered a kinara to light some 
Kwanzaa candles.  For Christmas, Bernie Mathes read 
the birth story to the kids, and they learned a lot through 
the rehearsals and performance of the pageant.  Please 
tell Bernie and Jennifer Spiller "thanks" for all the hard 
work, hours, stress and creativity they put in to make the 
pageant a success. We all enjoyed the pageant, and I’m 
glad Bernie took it on.  Maybe we could make it a 
tradition; then the kids will learn the story, plus have 
some fun. 
 We did read an Inuit story from Alaska, so we could 
ease into winter and back to Native American stories. 
(We found plenty of ghost stories for Halloween and 
made sugar skulls for the Native Mexican holiday of Day 
of the Dead).   
 This spring we'll continue learning about protecting 
Mother Earth and enjoy her as she changes to summer. 

Friendly City Food Co-Op 
 
 Does your New Year's resolution involve improving 
the health of yourself, your family, and/or your 
community?  Then the Friendly City Food Co-op should 
be part of your 2008.  A one-stop market, founded and 
funded by locals and located in downtown Harrisonburg, 
FCFC will be focused on local, organic foods, health and 
sustainability education, and being a center of 
community involvement.  Find out more:  talk with 
Elizabeth Scott, Charlie and Cathy Strickler, and Bernie 
Mathes, or check out the website at 
friendlycityfoodcoop.com. 
 

 

Lord, please make me always right, for thou 

knowest I am hard to turn.  

– A Scots-Irish prayer 

 

HUU Calendar  

 Events not otherwise indicated take place at the church. Services and children’s religious 
education/childcare begin Sundays at 10:30 a.m. Please join us after church for a potluck meal the first 
Sunday of each month.  
 Everything listed here is subject to change!! – for updates, see the weekly Order of Service, the e-news 
and/or the website, HUUweb.org. For inclement-weather closings, check WHSV-TV, WSVA (550 AM), 
http://www.whsv.com/closings and/or http://HUUweb.org/ 
 
Sunday, Jan. 13: Barkley Rosser will present ―Iran: Is Peace Possible?‖ 
Sunday, Jan. 20: The Rev. Emma Chattin will present ―A Creative Dedicated Minority,‖ in commemoration of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Sunday. 
Sunday, Jan. 27: Jim Geary will present ―Evolution vs. Intelligent Design.‖ 
 

Sunday, Feb. 3:  

 The HUU Board will present a service. 

 Potluck following the service. 
Sunday, Feb. 10: The Social Justice Committee will present a Valentine service about LOVE.  

 ―New UU‖ workshop at noon  
Tuesday, Feb. 12: Virginia Presidential Primaries. Vote! 
Sunday, Feb. 17: The Rev. John Irvine will present a service. 

 ―New UU‖ workshop at noon  
Sunday, Feb. 24: Lincoln Gray will present ―Does God Chisel?‖ 
 

Sunday, March 2: Service to be announced; potluck following the service. 
Sunday, March 9: The Shared Ministry Task Force will present a service. 
Sunday, March 16: To be announced. 
March 20: Spring Equinox . . . March 21: Naw-Ruz (New Year) and Good Friday 
Sunday, March 23: The Rev. Bob Hughes will present our Easter Sunday service. 
Sunday, March 30: Pat Peason will present a service.  

 Town Hall Meeting  (a 5
th
-Sunday congregation dialogue) following the service  

 
Saturday, June 7: Court Days Festival (http://courtdaysfestival.org/courtdays/ -- email Karen Lee, leekr@jmu.edu) 

 

http://www.whsv.com/closings
http://huuweb.org/
http://courtdaysfestival.org/courtdays/
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Examining “Shared Ministry” At HUU 

By David Lane 

 

 
 Over the years at General Assembly, I’ve found 
myself having the same conversation again and again.  
It starts off something like this: 
 
“. . about 70 members . . only 15 years old . . the 
Planning Task Force right now . . before that the Ministry 
Committee for three years . . the Board before that and 
the Membership Committee too . . and before that . .and 
before . . and . .”  (Well, you get the picture.) 
 
 No matter who I’m talking with (usually someone from 
a small or young congregation like HUU), we usually end 
up laughing.  We’ve had the same experience of course, 
rotating from one role or responsibility to another year 
after year after year. 
 And how could it be otherwise in a small or young 
congregation?  Other than committed lay members, who 
else is there in these congregations to do the work of 
religious community? 
 Certainly not ministry professionals, at least not 
usually.  With families to support, debt to retire, and 
housing and health care issues very much on their 
minds, ministers need a level of reliable financial support 
that small congregations are usually unable to provide.  
No wonder Rev. Jane Dwinell told us (at our 2006 
congregational retreat) that only congregations with at 
least 125 attending members (yes, that’s right, 
ATTENDING members) should even begin to think 
about calling a full-time minister! 
 And no wonder, too, for congregations like HUU (with 
only half or even a third of that necessary 125 minimum 
present on any given Sunday) that attracting or retaining 
a part-time minister may be just as problematic.  Most 
ministers, after all, want full-time work.  A second job to 
make ends meet is not exactly what graduate level 
professionals normally train for.  In addition, they want 
financial support they can count on.  And yearly pledge 
fluctuations typical of small church budgets tend to work 
against this, making minister compensation far less 
predictable over time than in large congregations. 
  
So without a critical mass of 125 members, small 
congregations like HUU face significant challenges: 
Á At UUA-recommended salary and benefit levels, 

securing full-time ministry professionals would be 
impossibly expensive, in fact costing more than the 
entire HUU budget for the current fiscal year. 

Á Even guaranteeing a fraction of that recommended 
level of support (say, 50% for a half-time minister), 

while not impossible for a 70 member congregation, 
would still require extremely heavy lifting: doubling 
pledge levels, re-mortgaging facilities, recruiting new 
members continuously and aggressively. 

Á With support for extension ministry ending several 
years ago, neither the UUA or the TJ District 
currently offers small congregations specific ministry 
alternatives other than occasional pulpit supply.  
Letting each small congregation grow itself to 125 
members appears the only blueprint for securing 
ministry professionals that our district and 
association can currently suggest. 

 
 And that takes me right back to my ever-repeating 
conversation at GA, to the game of musical chairs 
played so well in small congregations.  For the way small 
congregations actually do ministry is by sharing it, 
rotating roles and responsibilities among their committed 
lay members year after year after year.  And, in fact, this 
shared responsibility for ministry is often the greatest 
strength of these congregations.  It accounts for their 
survival and growth (if they survive and grow at all) – just 
as in most cases (these days at least) it accounts for 
their founding in the first place. 
 So the real question small UU congregations need to 
address is not how to do ministry or even how to do 
ministry without a minister.  They generally do both from 
day one (and often with skill, foresight, and exemplary 
collaboration).  Instead the question they need to 
address as they move forward into the future is a very 
different one: How can the ministry their lay members 
already share be done more effectively, productively, 
and creatively?  What new ways can they come up with 
for doing the ministry they share? 
 That question is precisely what the new HUU Shared 
Ministry Task Force (SMTF) has been asked by the 
Board to consider.  The five of us on this task force 
(Carol Quintero, Kathleen Burke, Julie Caran, David 
Lane, and Bernie Mathes) have been meeting since 
June, examining what shared ministry really means in 
the context of small, young UU congregations like our 
own.  We plan to keep the congregation posted about 
our work in a series of occasional HUU Review articles 
(like this one). 
 So stay turned for more news in the near future as 
we move forward researching shared ministry options for 
HUU. 
 
 

Religion (rϒ-lϒ-jen): a word 

derived from the Latin 

relegare, meaning “to connect” 

or “to reconnect”  

(Source: The Rev. Emma Chattin) 
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Moms’ Nights Out 
 The first unofficial meeting of the Unofficial HUU 
Moms was a grand success! If you're an HUU Mom or 
Mom-to-be, please join us for a monthly Mom's Night 
Out.  Leave the kids with Dad or Grandma or a sitter, or 
ditch your teens, and come on down to the Artful Dodger 
on the fourth Friday of the month at 7:30 pm (or anytime 
thereafter) for a beverage, a snack, or just kid-free 
conversation with other adults!  We're hoping to make it 
a monthly thing, so put that fourth Friday on your 
calendar (next planned date, Jan. 25).  
 The venue may change, depending on feedback, so 
check your weekly e-news, or call or e-mail Jennifer 
Spiller:  jennspiller@gmail.com, 540-908-0821.   
 Feel free to bring a friend if you think she'll feel  
comfortable with the HUU crowd. (Note:  The Artful 
Dodger serves specialty coffee, adult beverages, even 
dinner.  The indoor section is smoke-free. If you're 
looking for sitters, Jennifer Spiller has an extensive list of 
JMU students interested in babysitting.  If you'd like to 
come but have some conflict, please speak to Jennifer 
and let her know.  We want to hear from you. 
 

 

Adult Religious Education (A.R.E.) 
 We meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month 
from 7:00-9:00pm. Can you join us? Each month a 
different member will host the group in the warmth and 
comfort of their home.  The schedule (by host and topic) 
is below. For more details, see 
http://huuweb.org/adult-re.htm. Questions? Contact 
Contact Beryl Lawson, 438-8327, or Ginny Holbrook-
Heggie, 867-5804. . . 
Jan. 17 – Meeting at Merle Wenger's home for a movie.  
Feb. 7 and 21 – Host, Ralph Grove; topic: comparison of 
Eastern religions 
March 6 and 20 -- Mary Hahn; Mormons: History/ 
Theology  
April 3 and 17 -- Merle Wenger; ―The Law of Attraction‖  
May 1 -- Tom Endress; Patrick O'Neill's UU World 
article, "What is sacred?" 
May 8 – Nancy Endress; ―Guilty Pleasures‖ 
June 5 and 19 -- Beryl and Norman Lawson; ―Intelligent 
Design -- Does It Have to Be God?‖ 
July 17 -- Ginny Holbrook-Heggie; Comparison of 
Christian, Jewish, and Islamic fundamentalism. 
Suggested reading: The Battle for God, by Karen 
Armstrong.  
Aug. 21 – Jim Geary; Presidential election issues 
 

Notes  
 

Interested in learning more about Unitarian 
Universalism, and/or maybe joining this congregation? A 
ñNew UUò workshop will be held at noon Sundays, 
Feb. 10 and 17. Please talk with Mary Hahn if you are 
interested (with no obligation):  833-5156, 
mary@huuweb.org  
 

Please check for your slots on the new 2008 cleaning 
and refreshment schedule, prepared by office 
administrator Meredith Moore. You may open it from 
your Jan. 2 HUU E-News, pick up a printed copy from 
the table beside the church front door, or read the copy 
on the kitchen bulletin board. Participants are welcome 
to trade dates. Questions? Concerns? Please e-mail 
Meredith at office@huuweb.org. (See the note on p. 2 
about our fund drive to hire professional cleaners.)  
 

Metropolitan Community Church shares HUU space 
Sunday evenings: currently the third Sunday with potluck 
at 4 pm -- all are welcome. 703-371-3622; 
http://www.mccshenval.com‖ -- The Rev. Emma Chattin 
 
Make a difference in 2008...become a literacy or ESL 
tutor for adults in our community. Skyline Literacy 
Coalition will host a 2-day training, January 12th and 
19th, at the downtown library. If you want the tools to 
teach basic reading skills or to help someone acquire 
English, call 879-2933 and register. 
 
Trained AARP tax volunteers will be available to assist 
seniors and others with low-to-moderate incomes with 
their 2007 tax returns. The new location is the Price 
Rotary Senior Center in Westover Park. Volunteers will 
be working on Tuesdays and Saturdays from February 2 
through April 15. Tuesday hours are 9-12 AM and 2-5 
PM; Saturday hours are 9-12 AM. Preference will be 
given to those with appointments. For information or 
appointment please call Elinor Fankhauser at 438-8558. 
 
Charlotte Shnaider has a copy she is interested in 
sharing of the excellent new locally-produced film by 
Brent Finnegan, ñThe Latino Underground.‖ The film 
may also be viewed on YouTube or ordered from 
WHSV: http://www.wvpt.net/shop/doc-016.html.  
 
Shireen Parsons, an organizer for the Community 
Environment Legal Defense Fund, will speak at the 
Staunton Public Library on Feb. 4 at 7 p.m. on ñWho 
Decides ï We the People or Corporations?ò 
Questions? Call 540-886-0517.  
 
Activities offered this spring by the Harrisonburg Parks 
and Recreation Dept. include a trip to the Charles Town 
Races, pottery class, genealogy workshop; much more. 
Details: call 433-9168 or stop by to check them out at 
305 South Dogwood Drive. HUU’s Adult Religious Ed 
group hopes to get groups together for some of these 
activities; contact Ginny or Mary (see p. 8). 
 

UUs Noticed  
 
All who saw 2008 arrive on Court Square in First Night, 
Harrisonburg’s finale were led in an exuberant 
countdown and kazoo chorus by our own Sarah 
Cheverton and Kevin and Julie Caran, of the folk trio, 
Blue Stone Sky.  

http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/4782B26400062AF30000700022120592149C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=jennspiller%40gmail%2Ecom&sid=c0
http://huuweb.org/adult-re.htm
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/478507EC000CA78100005E7A22155751149C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=office%40huuweb%2Eorg&sid=c0
http://www.mccshenval.com/
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The Shenandoah Valley Community School, operated 
in our church’s religious ed building, was profiled in the 
Dec. 29, 2007 Daily News-Record (―’Free’-Style 
Education‖). Teacher Sarah Beachy described this small 
private school, where children set their own curriculum, 
in an HUU Sunday service this fall. Interested parents 
are invited to an open house at the school from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Jan. 22. The school may be contacted through 
our religious ed director, Carol Quintero (see p. 8).  

Maybe any consumer who has ever felt helpless rage at 
inhuman corporate bureaucracies might be tempted to 
cheer Mona Shaw, whose (mostly) nonviolent hammer-
wielding moment was profiled on Oct. 18, 2007 in a 
Washington Post story, ñTaking a Whack Against 
Comcast.ò The article characterized Ms. Shaw as ―a 
nice lady,‖ adding that she and her husband attend “a 
Unitarian Universalist church.” It’s still online at 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2007/10/17/AR2007101702359.html. 

Dr. Ken Nafziger, Professor of Music at Harrisonburg’s 
Eastern Mennonite University and Artistic Director of the 
annual Shenandoah Valley Bach Festival, will travel to 
Charlotte, NC to facilitate a workshop for Unitarian 
Universalists, "Spiritual Growth through Singing," in the 
Piedmont UU Church, Jan. 25 – 27. Details: Contact 
Darla Davis at dardavis2000@yahoo.com or 
704.987.2317 

 

Book Review:   &  

THE NINE  
Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court 
By Jeffrey Toobin (Doubleday, 340 pp., $27.95) 
Reviewed by Jim Geary 

        Jeffrey Toobin, in his prologue to The Nine, states 
that from 1992 to 2005 the Supreme Court decisions 
reflected public opinion with great precision. This was 
owing to the swing votes of first, Louis Powell, and then 
of Sandra Day O’Connor, both moderate conservatives.  
        ―That, now,‖  he adds, ― may be about to change.‖  
        He writes of  ―a powerful conservative rebellion 
against the court‖ that was building during those years. 
For those behind this offensive, ―its agenda has 
remained largely the same over the decades:‖ Reverse 
Roe v. Wade and allow states to ban abortion. Expand 
executive power. End affirmative action. Speed 
executions. Welcome religion into the public sphere. 
        ―Now with great suddenness,‖ he says, these forces 
―are very close to total control.‖ 
        This may not be a book for everyone. If the reader 
is not interested in the Supreme Court and the analyses 
of its major opinions as reported by the media, it may not 
interest. I was fascinated with it. I have long read such 
analyses eagerly, even those by my former colleague 
and friend (sort of), James J. Kilpatrick, the conservative 
columnist.    

        I think every concerned American should be 
interested in the decisions of the court. It is the great 
king of American jurisprudence; the final arbiter of 
American law, including such personal subjects as 
whether a woman can choose to have a legal abortion. 
The 1973 decision of the court in Roe v. Wade gave 
women that right. It has been under constant attack from 
the Republicans ever since.  
        ―There were two kinds of cases before the Supreme 
Court,‖ Toobin writes. ―There were abortion cases, and 
there were all the others.‖  Abortion, he says, ―was (and 
remains) the central legal issue before the court.‖ 
        Now, with the departure of O’Connor and the 
appointments of Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice 
Samuel A. Alito, the court appears to be in the firm grip 
of the Rightists. 
        Toobin is easy to read. A popular writer, he is the 
senior legal analyst for CNN and is on the staff of the 
New Yorker magazine. Perhaps the most interesting 
parts of the book are his profiles of the justices, the 
current members as well as O’Connor and the late Chief 
Justice William Rehnquist. He devotes considerable 
space to O’Connor and Justice Clarence Thomas.  
        The intimacy of some of his research is astounding. 
He relates conversations between justices, who usually 
communicate with written notes. He has friends of the 
justices revealing the justices’ thinking on various liberal 
and conservative issues.   
        Toobin discusses in great detail the agonizing 
search by President Clinton for proper candidates for his 
two appointments to the court. He finally chose Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg and Stephen G. Breyer. The author also 
describes Bush’s search for replacements for O’Connor 
and Rehnquist, which also took some time. The results 
were the nominations of Roberts and Alito.  
        The central issues involved in a number of 
important decisions during the Rehnquist years are 
spelled out, including those bearing on gay rights, 
affirmative action, and federal-state relations as well as 
abortion.  
        Toobin devotes three chapters to the 2000 election 
which resulted in the Supreme Court finally getting 
involved and settling the issue. Toobin calls it ―one of the 
lowest moments in the court’s history.‖  ―The tragedy of 
the court’s performance in the election of 2000 was not 
that it led to Bush’s victory [which Toobin states it did not 
necessarily do] but the inept and unsavory manner with 
which the justices exercised their power. ― 
        Toobin points to what he calls the ―most notorious 
sentence in the opinion:‖ It stated: ―Our consideration is 
limited to the present circumstances, for the problem of 
equal protection in election processes generally present 
many complexities.‖ 
        ―In other words,‖ Toobin writes, ―the opinion did not 
reflect any general legal principle; rather the Court was 
acting only to assist a single individual — George W. 
Bush.‖  

 
#    #    # 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/10/17/AR2007101702359.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/10/17/AR2007101702359.html
mailto:dardavis2000@yahoo.com
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Feliz Año Nuevo! 

 The Spanish class that meets after church in the R.E. 
building has been singing ―Juan Pedro Pablo de la Mar‖ 
(to the tune of ―John Jacob Jingle Himmer Smith‖), 
learning about the legendary vampire, Chupacabra, and 
acting out fables. Those include ―Goldilocks y Los Tres 
Osos‖ and a sequel in which a bear ventures into 
Goldilocks’ house. The bed that the bear considers tan 
suave (too soft) is una cama de agua (a waterbed).  
 Teacher Carol Quintero has a knack for making 
lessons fun and giving our small, mixed-age group a 
feeling of success!  
 That helps. Mastering a new language is hard. Muy 
dificil.  A friend (Bob Bersson), who’s studying Arabic 
while spending time in Egypt, wrote in a Jan. 4 letter to 
The Daily News-Record about the ―monolingualism‖ of 
Americans who never attempt other languages but 
expect the world to learn ours. I wish everyone who 
mouthed the cliché, ―Why don’t foreigners try to learn 
English?‖ would actually try learning an unfamiliar 
language to the point where they could get by, when 
traveling, without using their native one. I hope our 
public schools someday start teaching languages to 
children in the early, most-ready years. Perhaps it is too 
late in my life to attain total fluency (soy muy vieja?) -- 
but whatever your age, I recommend studying another 
language if you get a chance. It not only helps keep 
those brain synapses supple, but can allow 
communication with more of the people around us, and 
expand our worlds.   
 By the way, it can also be fun.  

--Chris Edwards 

  
 
 

“Pathwalker, there is no path. You must make 

the path as you walk.”  

--Antonio Machado, Spanish poet 
 
 
 

You can have everything, it is said. No, that 

is not true. You can buy food, but not 

appetite; medicine, but not health; soft beds, 

but not sleep; knowledge, but not intelligence; 

glitter, but not comfort; fun, but not 

pleasure; acquaintances, but not friendship; 

servants, but not faithfulness; grey hair, but 

not honor; quiet days, but not peace. The 

shell of all things you can get for money. But 

not the kernel. That cannot be had for 

money.  

-Arne Garborg (1851-1924) 
 

 
 

Future pastor?? A poised and upbeat young 
Vale Tolar holds forth from the pulpit.  
 

 
 
From the Christmas pageant: shepherds and 
sheep (above); a scary Herod (below).  
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OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 

Meredith Moore .  . . . . . . . . . (540)867-0073                        

           office@HUUweb.org 

CONGREGATIONAL LIAISON: 
Kathleen Burke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 432-1303 

              Kathleen@HUUweb.org 
BOARD MEMBERS: 
       Email to all. . . . .  . Board@HUUweb.org 
       Kathleen Burke . . . . . . . . . . . .432-1303 

              kathleen@huuweb.org 
Lincoln Gray. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .433-3424 

       lincoln@huuweb.org 
Ralph Grove, TREASURER. . .433-1323 

       ralph@huuweb.org 
Mary Hahn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 833-5156 

       mary@huuweb.org 
Beryl Lawson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 438-8327 

       beryl@HUUweb.org 
Linda Royster. . . . . . . . .. . . . . 828-3750 

       linda@huuweb.org 
Amy Thompson. .. . . . . . . . . . 432-0138 

       amy@huuweb.org 
 

HUU MEETS:  
Adult RE: Discussion group Thursdays, twice 

monthly. Contact Beryl Lawson, 438-8327, or 
Ginny Holbrook-Heggie, 867-5804 
Board: 2nd Sundays, 12:15 pm  
Building & Grounds: Meets as needed, 433-

5183; chair, Merle Wenger 
Campus Ministry (JMU): Contact Kevin 

Caran, 434-6314, kevincaran@yahoo.com 
Caring circle: Contact Kathleen Burke, 432-

1303, Kathleen@HUUweb.org; or Elinor 
Fankhauser, 438-8558, elifank@verizon.net.  
Choir: For rehearsal schedule, call director 

Charlotte Shnaider 540-886-0517 
Communications: 434-0457, chair, Robin 

McNallie  
Childrenôs religious education (CYCORE): 

Carol Quintero, DRE (director of RE), 249-
8718; Carol@HUUweb.org 
Finance: Chair, Grayson Sless, 433-8201 
Knitting Guild: 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Mondays, 7 p.m. 

Contact, Elinor Fankhauser, 438-8558 or 
elifank@verizon.net. 
Membership: Chair, Mary Hahn, 833-5156 
Red Tent: Women’s book group meets first 

Saturdays; contact Mary Hahn, 833-5156  
Social Justice: Co-chairs, Linda Royster and 

Eric Milnes. Meets 2
nd

 Wednesdays. Contact 
Linda, llroyster@earthlink.net, 828-3750. 
Sunday Services: 3rd Sunday, 12:15 pm, 

chair, Bernie Mathes, 433-3424; 
mathes@rice.edu 
Women's Salon meets every 3rd Saturday, 2 

pm at Claire's (432-0722).  
 
THE “HUU REVIEW” TEAM: 

Chris Edwards, Pat Geary, Deb Stevens-

Fitzgerald, Norm Lawson, Robin McNallie 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:30 a.m. weekly 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM Sept.-May, 10:30 a.m. Sundays  

POTLUCK first Sundays following service 
 

INFO CHANNELS -- 

 HUU Review: Tentative deadline for Spring 2008 issue: March 23. Submit 

items to Chris Edwards, edwards.chris@comcast.net; (540)434-0457. 

 Weekly e-news: Submit items by Wednesday morning to Meredith Moore, 

office administrator, office@HUUweb.org.  

 Sunday Orders of Service: Submit information to Pat Geary, webmaster, 

433-1040; pat@HUUweb.org, by Thursday noon.  

 New! online Community Café: http://HUUweb.org/community-cafe/  

 huu-announcements@huuweb.org – Use this email address to send brief 

church-related announcements to HUU members and friends.  

 For any HUU online-related questions: contact Pat Geary, webmaster, 433-
1040; Pat@HUUweb.org. Internet users: Want to save paper?? Ask Pat how 

to download this newsletter and forego a paper copy.  

 Visit our website, huuweb.org.  

 Unitarian Universalist Association: www.uua.org  

 To get off this mailing list: Call (540)867-0073 or email       

office@HUUweb.org. Please give your full name.  
 

  

 

Harrisonburg Unitarian Universalists 
4101 Rawley Pike 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
(Return service requested) 
 

 

;  

Evolution loves death more than it 
loves you or me. 
--by Annie Dillard; used in a song 
lyric by Den Fruman 

and you fed ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜέτ άDƛǾŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀ ŦƛǎƘΤ 

you have fed him for today.  ¢ŜŀάDƛǾŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀ ŦƛǎƘΤ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

fed him for today.  Teach a man to fish; and you have fed 

ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜέτAuthor unknownman to fish; and you 

have fed him for a lifeǘƛƳŜέτAuthor unknown 

 

 

 

http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/46130F6A0005FDD10000630722165662769C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=office%40HUUweb%2Eorg&sid=c0
mailto:Beryl@HUUweb.org
mailto:kevincaran@yahoo.com
mailto:Kathleen@HUUweb.org
mailto:elifank@verizon.net
mailto:Carol@HUUweb.org
mailto:elifank@verizon.net
mailto:llroyster@earthlink.net
mailto:mathes@rice.edu
mailto:edwards.chris@comcast.net
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/46130F6A0005FDD10000630722165662769C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=office%40HUUweb%2Eorg&sid=c0
mailto:pat@HUUweb.org
http://huuweb.org/community-cafe/
mailto:Pat@HUUweb.org
http://huuweb.org/
http://huuweb.org/
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/46130F6A0005FDD10000630722165662769C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=office%40HUUweb%2Eorg&sid=c0

	“Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I’m not concerned about that now. I just want to do God’s will. And He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I’ve looked over, and I’ve seen the promised land. I may no...
	Religion (rǐ-lǐ-jen): a word derived from the Latin relegare, meaning “to connect” or “to reconnect”
	(Source: The Rev. Emma Chattin)
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